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Dear Reader

In book collecting, there is no definitive system for rating the condition of 
books. Even as I make that assertion, I know some will argue that there is 
a perfectly fine system for judging the condition of books, but I disagree.

Books are not unlike most other collectibles—art, porcelain, furniture, 
and others that are judged, from a condition standpoint, subjectively by oth-
ers. And even when accurately graded, condition can easily be altered by a 
bumped corner, the touch of a finger, or an accidental drop.

One collectible that has beaten the grading system, though, is coins. Let 
me explain for the uninitiated:

Coins are judged on a scale of 1 to 70, with 70 being the highest possi-
ble grade. When coins are professionally graded by one of the many coin 
grading services, they are “slabbed,” which means they are encapsulated 
in a plastic case, easily viewed but protected from both the elements and 
their owners. Slabbed coins are readily traded as authentic and accurately 
graded…to a point.

While coin-grading services should be equal, they are not. The grading 
services themselves are also graded, and the two that have risen to the top, 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) and Professional Coin Grading 
Service (PCGS), fetch a higher value for the slab owner.

But here is the important lesson in all this: Slight variations in grade can 
make a tremendous difference in value. For example, a 1925 Standing Liberty 
quarter, in a mint state grade of 66—four points from “perfect”—is valued 
by PCGS at $1,200. That same coin graded by PCGS just one point higher 
as a 67 is valued at $4,500.

The lesson is clear: Condition matters, and further, accuracy of deter-
mining the condition matters a great deal to the buyer. A buyer is going to 
pay more for a higher grade. It is noteworthy that both PCGS and NGC 
have a reputation for condition accuracy, and all coins are graded by more 
than one examiner before a final grade is set. (For those wondering, it costs 
about $30 to have a coin graded.)

This month, as we go into the important fall auction season, please keep 
condition in mind. Quite honestly, bidding at auctions held by highly rep-
utable auction houses, like those presented in our Auction Guide and in the 
pages of Fine Books & Collections, adds a high level of assurance for what you 
are buying. When you leave with your purchase, you’ll have that satisfac-
tion of getting exactly the item for which you bargained.
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Addison & Sarova Auctioneers@Auction  

Small-Town 
House Brings Big-

Ticket Sales
How a small Georgia auction house 
has embedded itself in the modern 

world of antiquated offerings
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Jonathan edwards’ 1741 Sinners 
in the Hands of an Angry God 
fetched $27,000, easily top-
pling the previous record 
of $9,200 for the same item. 
Another example of Addison 
& sarova’s prowess was on 
display last year when they 
sold montalboddo’s scarce 
Itinerarium Portugalensium 
(milan, 1508, with 2nd issue 
map) for a record-shatter-
ing $240,000. while many of 
Addison’s methods are propri-
etary, he explains much of his 
success by pointing to sev-
eral factors: fair and friendly 
interaction with the bidders, 
hard work, a deep knowl-
edge of the rare book market, 
and continual study of mod-
ern auction psychology and 
methodology.

the firm’s noteworthy 
offerings and fast-paced sales 
draw buyers from around the 
globe. “we have bidders in 
manhattan and Hong kong 
and everywhere in between. 
the perception is that the 
houses in the major popula-
tion centers are best, but that 
isn’t true in the modern auc-
tion market. i could run this 
auction out of a broom closet 
in Alaska and still get supe-
rior results,” Addison says. He 

With the ascent of 
Addison & sarova 

Auctioneers, michael Addison 
has captained a boutique 
auction firm that he says 

“applies the best of the large 
auction houses with a per-
sonal touch.” Addison and his 
wife, elena sarova, decided 
to open the macon, Georgia-
based auction house as an 
outcropping of a lifelong pas-
sion for collecting. the auc-
tion house focuses exclusively 
on rare books, manuscripts, 
and maps, which Addison 
had already specialized in 
while buying and selling for 
many years before officially 
entering the business as an 
auctioneer. 

Just as the provenance of 
an item factors heavily into its 
value, the name of the auc-
tion house at which it is sold 
can add substantial weight, 
something that Addison 
is well aware of. Addison & 
sarova has rapidly succeeded 
in establishing itself as a land-
mark for quality offerings and 
exciting sales. At around 96 
percent, the firm’s sale rate is 
impressive, and an estimated 
30 percent of lots sell above 
pre-sale projections. for 
instance, the recent sale of 

 

Achieving Top-Tier Results for Rare Books 
 
If you have rare books to sell, then Addison & Sarova Auctioneers is the smart choice.  From 
record-setting prices to sold-rates hovering around 96%, our track-record speaks for itself.  We 
achieve success for our consignors by using smarter and modern methods for selling while also 
providing the traditional auction house experience  –  protecting tradition, embracing the 
future.  If you want 19th century results, then there are plenty of houses to choose from who 
still use the 19th century methods;  if you want 21st century results, then contact us today! 

Montalboddo.  Itinerarium Portugallensium e 
Lusitania….  Milan, 1508.  W/ 2nd issue map. 

Sold for record-breaking  
$240,000 

 
 

Gerson.  Opus tripartitum…. 
Cologne, 1467. 

 
Sold for record-breaking  

$16,800 

www.AddisonsAuction.com 
Addison & Sarova Auctioneers.  4705 Northside Dr., Suite 200, Macon, GA  31210. (478) 787-BOOK. 

GAL# AU-C002906 
 

Earlier this year, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God fetched 
$27,000 at Addison & Sarova. 

estimates that 80 percent of 
all bids are placed online, and 
bidders can’t be confined to 
any one city, nation, or conti-
nent. for potential consign-
ors, Addison’s modern meth-
ods and attention to detail 
are a big draw. in fact, in 
2012, pulitzer prize-winning 
author (Lonesome Dove) and 
Academy Award-winning 
screenwriter (Brokeback 
Mountain) Larry mcmurtry 
entrusted his collection of 
300,000 volumes to the fledg-
ling firm. Addison says that 
his sales skills come from 
years observing large auction 
houses from the other side 
of the industry, as a collector 
and antiquarian book dealer. 

“i looked at what the estab-
lished places were doing, and 
when i threw my hat into the 
ring, i took the best qualities 
from each and left out the 
chaff,” he says.

this season, one can 
expect only the finest finds at 
Addison & sarova. for exam-
ple, the upcoming november 
sale featuring selections from 
the robert easton library will 
include incunabula and cov-
eted first editions. As has 
come to be expected from 
this auction house, lots will be 
hammered down quickly and 
successfully, so potential buy-
ers should stay on the look-
out for exceptional items and 
seize their opportunities. 
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Bonhams@Auction  

September Sale 
Showcases Icons 

of Progress
from minot to marx, Bonhams’ fall 

sales include items marking significant 
shifts in science, tech, and politics

lection features a signed letter 
by charles Darwin with a dec-
laration denouncing his belief 
in the Bible, which pre-sale 
estimates value at $70,000-
$90,000. the sale will also 
touch on darker elements 
in the history of scientific 
and technological advance-
ments, such as a fully opera-
tional, three-rotor enigma 
1 machine ($160,000-
$180,000), which 
is believed to be 
one of the first 
Heeres enigma 
machines deliv-
ered to the 
German mili-
tary as it built up 
its forces in viola-
tion of the treaty 
of Versailles. 

offering a less top-
ical but equally impres-
sive selection, the collec-
tion of Barbara Land will also 
be on the block for buyers 
interested in items such as 
a first edition of karl marx’s 
Das Kapital ($25,000-$35,000) 
or Adam smith’s Wealth of 
Nations. several natural his-
tory and travel items figure 
prominently in the collection 
too, including John James 
Audubon’s Birds of America 

and Viviparous Quadrupeds 
in octavo ($30,000-$50,000), 
and a set of captain cook’s 
Voyages ($15,000-$20,000).

Land is a collector from 
the Bay Area and a long-
time Book club of california 
librarian. she has spent a life-
time surrounded by books. 
Armed with her masters of 
library science from texas 
women’s university, Land 
was a librarian at the 52nd 
street branch of the new 

york public Library. Later, she 
returned to her native san 
francisco and became a rare 
book cataloguer and con-
sultant. she single-hand-

edly cataloged the extensive 
sutro collection of manu-
scripts in the california state 
Library system, and spent 
many hours volunteer-
ing her services as a mem-
ber of the roxburghe club, 
the colophon club, and 
the Hand Bookbinders of 
california. Land’s collection 
also includes works acquired 
from her father, renowned 
collector, Lewis Land. 

the september sale also 
boasts strong european 
and American offer-
ings, featuring a compila-
tion album of 137 hand-col-

ored copper-engraved 
Geschichtsblättern from 
1561-1582 ($30,000-
$50,000); franz kafka’s 
signed czechoslovak 
passport ($10,000-
$15,000); a superb copy 
of Alexander Gardner’s 

Photographic Sketch 
Book of the War ($120,000-

$180,000), and a six-page 
autograph document signed 
by father Junipero serra 
regarding california mission 
regulations ($60,000-$90,000).

with items encompassing 
science, technology, literature, 
politics, and a variety of other 
eclectic subjects, Bonhams is 
starting the fall auction sea-
son with a strong showing. 

Barbara Basbanes Richter is a freelance 
writer and frequent contributor to Fine 
Books & Collections based in new york. 
Emily Byrd lives in north carolina and is 
the editorial cordinator of special publica-
tions at Journalistic, inc.

This september marks 
the return of Bonhams’ 

History of science and 
technology sale in september, 
with material that captures 
critical moments of techno-
logical development span-
ning three hundred years in 
an event at the center of what 
the head of Bonhams’ u.s. 
book department calls the 
strongest and most diverse 
auction season she’s seen in 
years. 

for those who remem-
ber Bonhams’ record-break-
ing sale of an original Apple 
1 computer just last year, the 
mere presence of yet another 
Apple 1—complete with a 
custom wooden box and 
an integrated keyboard—is 
building high expectations 
for the september auction. 
other offerings represent 
additional scientific mile-
stones, including an eigh-
teenth-century mechan-
ical model of the solar 
system know as an orrery 
carved from mahogany and 
engraved brass ($250,000-
$350,000) and George minot’s 
1934 nobel prize for medicine 
for his pioneering work on 
pernicious anemia ($200,000-
$300,000). in addition, the col-

bonhams.com/books
© 2015 Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All rights reserved. Principal Auctioneer: Patrick Meade. NYC License No. 1183066-DCA

History of science and tecHnology
September 21, New York

fine Books and Manuscripts
September 22, New York and San Francisco

conflicts of tHe 20tH century
October 20, New York

fine Books and Manuscripts
December 15, New York

consignments now invited

inquiries 
+1 (212) 710 1308 
books.us@bonhams.com

1

1  apple-1 coMputer in exceptionally 
fine operational condition
$300,000 - 500,000

2  alexander gardner, et al. 
Gardner’s Photographic Sketch Book of the War. 
Washington: [1865-66]. 2 volumes. With 100 
albumen photographs.
$120,000 - 180,000

2 3

3  erasMus, desiderius. 
The Praise of Folie. Moriae Encomium….  
[London: Thomas Berthelet], 1549.  
First Edition in English.
$40,000 - 60,000

Nobel Prize medal for 
Physiology/Medicine, 
awarded to George Minot 
in 1934 for his pioneering 
work on pernicious anemia. 
$200,000-$300,000.

Compilation 
album of 137 hand-
colored cop-
per-engraved 
Geschichtsblättern, 
depicting 
news subjects 
from 1561-1582. 
$30,000-$50,000.
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http://www.bonhams.com/books
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Christie’s@Auction  

The Architecture 
of a Great Sale

A look at the foundations 
of a high-dollar deal

any book sold. rare, cov-
eted material like this has 
consistently surpassed esti-
mates, and buyers expect to 
find such items at christie’s. 
frequent clients know when 
something turns up often 
at sales, and are patient 
when seeking an ideal copy. 
However, an opportunity to 
buy a unique item—one with 
special annotations or prov-
enance—tends to gener-
ate huge competition for the 
fleeting opportunity. 

Quality De re aedificatoria 
was a constant work in prog-
ress for Alberti, who spent at 
least twenty years adding and 
revising text. As a result, the 
book wasn’t published until 
1485, thirteen years after his 
death. still, the time-span-
ning nature of this work and 

its frequent updates make for 
an item of superb quality in 
its own right, in addition to 
being linked to a historically 
famous figure. to say that 
Alberti was just an architect 
would be unjust. He was the 
quintessential renaissance 
man—by turns, a poet, priest, 
linguist, and cryptographer 
(Alberti developed the poly-
alphabetic cipher as well as 
the first automatic cipher 
device)—and as a result of his 
varied interests, generated 
material that attracts collec-
tors in disparate fields.  

Alberti was the archi-
tect of the beautiful santa 
maria novella and the rucellai 
palace in florence, and the 
Basilica of san sebastiano 

and sant’Andrea in mantua. 
Alberti formed much of his 
opinion on architecture on 
roman architect Vitruvius’ de 
Architectura. Just like his clas-
sical predecessor, Alberti 
divided his treatise into ten 
volumes and addressed 
building churches, palaces, 
planning towns and gardens, 
as well as beauty in infrastruc-
ture. As the first printed trea-
tise on architecture, Alberti’s 

work inspired and influenced 
many of the world’s great 
architects and artists, includ-
ing Leonardo da Vinci. 

ProvenanCe Desirability 
is also linked to prove-
nance, and this book came 
from the collection of James 
Grote Vanderpool (1903-
1979), who was the head 
of one of America’s fin-
est architectural libraries, 
columbia university’s Avery 
Library, and later dean of the 
columbia university school 
of Architecture. Vanderpool’s 
profession and passion was 
architecture, and his pri-
vate collection reflected this, 
including architecture books 
of great importance and rar-
ity, such as the first edition 
of Vitruvius, and the first sub-
stantial books on architec-
ture printed in the english lan-
guage and in America (all of 
which were also available at 
the June auction).

when an item happens to 
hit on all three notes, its value 
can grow exponentially in the 
eyes of careful collectors who 
seek books with that perfect 
mix of rarity, quality, and his-
tory. 

Barbara Basbanes Richter is a free-
lance writer and frequent contributor to 
Fine Books & Collections based in new york. 
Emily Byrd lives in north carolina and is 
the editorial cordinator of special publica-
tions at Journalistic, inc.

When the price of an 
item at auction swells 

far above its pre-sale esti-
mate, questions arise and 
legends take root. for exam-
ple, christie’s June 12 Books 
and manuscripts sale at 
rockefeller plaza presented 
exquisite examples of rare 
and antiquarian material, 
one of which was a first edi-
tion, second issue treatise on 
architecture by florentine 
renaissance architect Leon 
Battista Alberti (1404-1472). 
estimated at $60,000, the 
book ultimately fetched over 
$400,000, entering the collec-
tion of an anonymous bid-
der. what justifies such a mas-
sive leap?

timing in thirty years, this is 
only the second occasion that 
a first edition of De re aedifi-
catoria has appeared at auc-
tion. the example at the June 
sale was a rare opportunity to 
buy Alberti’s landmark study 
that touches on such var-
ied disciplines as science, art, 
and history. this isn’t the first 
time that a sale at christie’s 
has exceeded expectations—
the auction house famously 
sold the Hammer codex by 
Leonardo da Vinci for $30.8 
million dollars in 1994 to Bill 
Gates, which still holds the 
record for the sale price of The Art People christies.com

Fine Printed Books  
and Manuscripts 
New York · December 10, 2015

Viewing
December 4–10
20 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10020

 

Contact
Tom Lecky
tlecky@christies.com
+1 212 636 2665

 

RenaRd, Louis 
Poissons Ecrevisses et Crabes, de diverses couleurs et 
figures extraordinaires, que l’on trouve autour des Isles 
Moluques, et sur les Côtes des Terres Australes 
Amsterdam: Reinier & Josué Ottens, 1754. 
Second edition of this rare work illustrating 
the fish and crabs of the East Indies.    
$10,000–15,000

De re aedificatoria (1485) is in 
a binding of later quarter calf 
over contemporary wooden 
boards. 

Leon Battista Alberti’s De 
re aedificatoria, printed in 
Florence in 1485, sold at 
Christie’s in June for $437,000. 

New York bibliophile James 
Grote Vanderpool (1903–1979).
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http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/books-manuscripts/alberti-leon-battista-5908985-details.aspx?from=salesummary&intObjectID=5908985&sid=3edebdc8-e130-436c-b303-af16ab10b809
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Swann Galleries@Auction  

Chart-Topping 
Cartography

swann puts notable north 
American maps on the block

forty other maps and battle 
plans that round out the atlas, 
which has a pre-sale estimate 
of $300,000-$500,000.

in addition, the auction 
will feature the cornerstone 
map of Lewis & clark’s jour-
ney to the pacific, with pre-
sale estimates of $60,000-
$90,000. Also on the block 
are maps from thomas 
Jefferys, one of the most pro-
lific cartographical publish-
ers of the eighteenth cen-

tury. His American Atlas: or, 
A Geographical Description 
of the Whole Continent of 
America contains twenty-
nine maps of north America, 
many of which remained the 
standard until the nineteenth 
century. this significant piece 
of Americana will be avail-
able at the December sale 

with an estimated price tag 
of $60,000-$90,000. scottish 
mapmaker John melish’s 
1816 Map of the United States 
will be appearing in nearly 
pristine condition. it is the 
first American large-for-
mat map to illustrate the 
united states from coast to 
coast. other offerings draw-
ing attention are mount & 
page’s The English Pilot, The 
Fourth Book, Describing the 

West-India Navigation; Dutch 
engraver Jodocus Hondius’ 
1637 Historia Mundi, which 
includes the Hall map of 
Virginia and the smith map 
of new england. thomas 
Jefferson’s A map of the 
country between Albemarle 
Sound, and Lake Erie from 1787 
includes Virginia, maryland, 

Delaware, pennsylvania and 
other early states, plus, a rare 
map of a Dakota territory 
survey taken just prior to 
the Great sioux war of 1876 
which notes the founding of 
outlaw towns like rapid city, 
Deadwood, and spearfish. 

All in all, this season is 
bringing an almost unprece-
dented number of high-pro-
file items to swann Galleries, 
further solidifying the already 

iconic auction house as 
an industry mainstay, and 
strengthening its position as 
a provider of north American 
cartography for collectors 
and history buffs. 

Barbara Basbanes Richter is a free-
lance writer and frequent contributor to 
Fine Books & Collections based in new york. 
Emily Byrd lives in north carolina and is 
the editorial cordinator of special publica-
tions at Journalistic, inc.

Swann Galleries is the 
largest specialist auction-

eer of works of paper world-
wide, and nearly 75 years 
after its founding, it remains 
a leader of the new york auc-
tion scene as a provider of 
unique items with heady 
cultural significance. while 
online access means that 
buyers can place bids from 
any location, the internet zeit-
geist has left swann Galleries’ 
core clientele of u.s. and new 
york-based buyers largely 
unchanged, resulting in an 
exceptional interest in items 
with a north American focus. 
According to swann Galleries’ 
in-house specialist, Alex 
clausen, “we’ve always seen a 
great demand for these items. 
the auction rooms are always 
packed, and it’s very exciting 
to watch the events unfold.” 
Luckily, this year’s December 
8 maps and Atlases auction is 
awash with remarkable car-
tographic material, headlin-
ing with william faden’s 1777 
North American Atlas, which is 
believed to be the best copy 
to appear at auction in over 
a century. it contains a stun-
ning two-part map of new 
york city by British cartog-
rapher Bernard ratzer and 
a map of the western fron-
tier by American surveyor 
thomas Hutchins, along with 

Dashiell Hammett, Red Harvest, fi rst edition, in fi rst issue dust jacket,
New York, 1929. Estimate $25,000 to $35,000.

104 East 25th Street
New York, NY 10010

212 254 4710
SWANNGALLERIES.COM

AUTUMN 2015 AUCTION SCHEDULE 
Featuring The Lawrence M. Solomon Collection

November 10
John D. Larson • jlarson@swanngalleries.com

1676_FineBooks_SemiAnnualFall2015.indd   1 7/22/15   9:57 AM

John Melish, Map of the United States, first large-format American 
map depicting the nation coast to coast, Philadelphia, 1816. 
Estimate: $30,000-$50,000. At auction December 8, 2015.

Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, History of the Expedition Under the Command of Captains Lewis 
and Clark to the Sources of the Missouri…, Philadelphia, 1814. Estimate: $60,000-$90,000. At auction 
December 8, 2015.
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By Ian McKay  //  a wIde world of BooKs, ManuscrIpts, Maps, and fIne art recently sold at auctIon

Sold@Auction  

the first part of the library of collector robert 
easton headed to auction this past July. easton 
was affectionately dubbed the “Henry Higgins of 
Hollywood,” working as a language and dialect 
coach on many films over five decades. easton 
began work in Hollywood as an actor, however 
his true passion was language, and his favorite 
hobby was collecting books.

“while ‘on location,’ from London to shanghai 
and across 60-odd years of traveling, i have lov-
ingly collected poetry, prose, humor, history, cul-
ture, slang and local literature … often on my 
hands and knees in seedy secondhand book-
stores, sweltering swap meets and fortuitous flea markets. what 
a great time i had!,” said easton, reflecting on his wonderfully 

diverse collection of books, many of them related to 
language and dialect.

At the auction, steady prices were had for a large 
selection of proverbs offered individually and in shelf-
lots—many of them sourced from the william stirling-
maxwell collection of proverbs from keir House, 
scotland. the book pictured here, Moral Essays on 
Some of the Most Curious and Significant English, Scotch 
and Foreign Proverbs (London, 1710), grouped with two 
other titles, sold for $390. A lot containing five books 
of russian proverbs stole the show, selling to an online 
bidder from russia for $7,200. 

part ii of the easton auction featuring what the 
auctioneer called “the cream of the crop from easton’s collec-
tion” is scheduled for november 7.

the ‘western’ item, dating from 1902, was 
part of a large californian collection of 
literary posters, and the navajo indian 
(seen above) promotes the october issue 
of Sunset, a magazine “About california 
and the west.” the work of Lafayette 
maynard Dixon, the image proved so 
popular that it was re-used for the 
february 1903 issue and then sold to sub-
scribers in poster form, without the text. 
As many as 250,000 copies of the latter 

were sold in just four years; this one was 
in B+ condition. 

posters featuring the work of 
that master of western art, frederick 
remington, are rare, but that seen at 
swann derived from a 1901 painting, The 
Old Stagecoach of the Plains, advertised 
the January, or new year’s number, of 
The Century. it too was a B+ example and 
thought to be the first copy seen at auc-
tion in thirty years.

Vintage Poster Appeal
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Literary poster, $4,000 at Swann Galleries on December 17, 2014.

co
u

rt
es

y 
o

f 
c

H
ri

st
ie

’s
.

co
u

rt
es

y 
o

f 
A

D
D

is
o

n
 &

 s
A

ro
VA

.

the watercolors that illustrate this exceptional 
paper manuscript of 1673 cram into its 244 
leaves some 350 birds, 275 zoological subjects, 
30 reptiles, fish, and crustacea, 54 insects, and 
94 botanical subjects. in layout and compo-
sition, the artist responsible, Johann Joachim 
Henneberger, modeled his compendium on 
seventeenth-century natural histories such 
as those of Aldrovandus and willughby, but 
to the creatures of the natural world familiar 
to many of his european contemporaries he 
added real and imagined exotics, such as cam-
els from Arabia, unicorns form india, a pan-
ther from Asia, even dragons and griffons, and 
some images are certainly more whimsical 
than those found in the printed works.

Henneberger’s artistic talents were not 
restricted to the natural history, for in his 
hometown of wiesensteig in southern 
Germany—the scene of a famous witch hunt 
and trial in the mid-sixteenth century—he also 
painted the roof of the church of st. cyriakus.

Birds, Bugs, and Beasts
A seventeenth-century natural history compendium, £122,500 ($191,223) at Christie’s London on November 19, 2014. 

Words, Words, Words
Moral Essays on Some of the Most Curious and Significant English, Scotch and Foreign Proverbs, $390, and a lot containing 
five books of Russian proverbs, $7,200, at Addison & Sarova of Macon, Georgia, on July 25.  

The Sin and Danger of Self-Love, 
$20,400 at Addison & Sarova in 
Macon, Georgia, on March 7.

taking its title from a line in corinthians, 
this sermon by robert cushman was first 
printed in england in 1622, but its real 
historical significance lies in the fact that 
it later came to be recognized as having 
been the very first sermon preached in 
Britain’s new American colonies.

one of the leaders and organizers of 
the Mayflower voyage, cushman was a 
London-based agent for the separatist 
Leiden contingent and then for the 
plymouth colony established in 1621. 
He spent a couple of weeks there try-
ing to persuade colonists to adhere to 
their contract with the Virginia company 
before returning to england, where he 
died four years later.

the sermon was not printed in 
America for another hundred years but, 
somewhat browned in contemporary 
wrappers, this would appear to be the 
only copy of that 1724 Boston edition 
recorded at auction.

’Preach’d at Plimouth 
in New-England’
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Ian McKay’s weekly column in Antiques Trade Gazette has 
been running for more than thirty years. 

seen here are two highlights from the latest of the African-Americana sales that are a 
regular spring feature of this saleroom’s calendar.

the Louisiana broadside gives details of an auction of ‘family slaves’ and listed first, 
though not the youngest to be sold, is fifteen-year-old milley. Billed as “an excellent 
nurse and house girl,” free of vices and maladies, she comes on easy terms. Half of any 
winning bid is required in cash, but the balance can be deferred for six months. How 
civilized!

other prospects are phillis, who is both a good cook of french and American 
dishes and very good at washing and ironing as well. isham, aged 26, on the other 
hand is an excellent cistern maker and a fair carpenter.

the broadside is undated, but an advertisement for this very slave auction 
appeared in a february 1848 issue of the New Orleans Times Picayune.

there was a time, the new york cataloguer explained, when black families in the 
northeast and midwest would still be filled with apprehension about a car trip “down 
home.” in the 1930s, with segregation still very much in force in the south, finding lodg-
ing, or even a place to fill the tank and to relieve oneself, could become a real problem.

then in 1936, Victor Green published the first Negro Motorist Green-Book, identify-
ing friendly service stations, hotels, taverns, restaurants, even night clubs, along all 
major and minor roads to and through the ‘old south.’ from then on, the Green-Book 
was in every African-American glove compartment and continued to be issued annu-
ally until 1966.

Despite its widespread use, copies are now rare and the example of the fifth edi-
tion of 1941 sold in new york is still in original stiff green wrappers, now faded and 
partly perished at the spine. 

African Americana 
A slave auction broadside and Negro Motorist Green-Book, $37,500 and $22,500 
respectively at Swann Galleries in New York on March 26.
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Off With Her Head!
Watercolor by Peter Newell, $10,625 at Bonhams New York on April 13. 

A year that marks the 150th anniversary of the publication of Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland has, in the uk at least, brought new books about its creator, along with 
library exhibits and tV and radio programs. Here, however, we have an original water-
color drawing of Alice and the Queen of Hearts that while it bears the famous words 

“off with her Head!” presents not tenniel’s familiar artwork but that of peter newell, a 
very successful American illustrator and poet best known for his humorous and chil-
dren’s books.

Accepting a commission to illustrate a 1901 ‘gift edition’ of such a well known book 
for Harpers, newell was understandably a touch concerned about how his own work 
would be received. 

Acknowledging the fame and familiarity of tenniel’s illustrations, newell wrote 
at the time: “it may appear presumptuous therefore on my part to attempt to por-
tray what Alice means to me. But the kindness with which the public has received my 
other work … has inspired the hope in me that this more serious effort will not be 
altogether unwelcome.”

seen here is newell’s version of an encounter between a haughty, indignant Alice 
and an impassioned Queen.

co
u

rt
es

y 
o

f 
Bo

n
H

A
m

s.
 

inspired to take up Galileo’s ideas on 
the isochronism of the pendulum, 
Huygens constructed the first pendu-
lum clock in 1657, a move which proved 
a brilliant solution to accurate time-
keeping—and thus the determining of 
longitude aboard ships—and a horo-
logical development that was quickly 
accepted across europe. this volume 
of Huygens’ most important published 
work contains the first mathematical 
analysis of the motion of the pendulum 
and a general treatise on the dynamics 
of bodies in motion.

in a rebacked period calf bind-
ing, this exceptional copy is the only 
recorded large paper example and 
printed on heavier stock than usual, 
but much more critical to both its sale-
room and scholarly appeal was the fact 
that on some twenty pages it bears 
annotations by Huygens, ranging from 
single letters, numerals, and whole 
word changes to geometrical figures, 
amendments to the errata, and, on one 
single page, twenty added lines of text. 

Another annotated copy, now in 
the Leiden university Library, was used 
in preparation of the important 1728 
and 1934 editions of his works, but 
the annotations in this copy are more 
extensive still. 

until this sale, the record stood at 
$126,750, paid at sotheby’s new york 
in 2001 for the signed norman-freilich 
copy. 

Horologium Oscillatorium by 
Christiaan Huygens, $965,000 
at Christie’s New York on 
December 4, 2014. 
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The Pendulum 
Swings in Huygens’ 
Favor

trained as a lawyer, the author never-
theless volunteered and served as a first 
lieutenant in the württemberg Army as 
part of napoleon’s multi-national Grand 
Armée invasion of russia. that 1812 cam-
paign, which saw over half a million 
men set out, ended disastrously, with 
‘General winter’ and russian forces deci-
mating napoleon’s army as it withdrew 
from the gates of moscow and tried to 
make its way back to western europe.

of the 14,000 men of the 
württemberg contingent, only a hun-
dred or so made it home, and faber du 
faur was one of the lucky ones. During 
both the initial successes of napoleon’s 
advance and its ragged retreat, he even 
found the time to make drawings of 
incidents in the campaign, from the 
crossing of the nieman in June 1812 to 
the calamitous, frozen flight. 

His drawings were reproduced as 100 
lithographed plates, issued from 1831–
43. Although the oblong folio collection 
of plates seen in new york lacked the 
accompanying text volume, it was the 
first hand-colored example seen at auc-
tion in over forty years. 

Napoleon 
in Russia
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Blaetter aus meinem Portefeuille, im 
Laufe des Feldzugs, illustrated by 
Christian Wilhelm von Faber du Faur, 
$50,000 at Bonhams New York on 
December 10, 2014. 
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Look Beyond Books

L i t e r a r y  e p h e m e r a L i t e r a r y  e p h e m e r a

B y  E r i N  B l a k E m o r E

At last year’s landmark Grolier club exhibit, One Hundred Books 
Famous in Children’s Literature, it struck us at Fine Books how 
important “non-books” and other literary objects can be to 
a book collection. exhibit curator and antiquarian bookseller 
chris Loker included games, toys, and other ephemera associ-
ated with the rare titles on view.  

we asked Loker to explain why ephemera and realia were necessary components to 
the exhibit, as well as to many personal collections. she said, “the books were, of course, 
the central focus, but my additional intent was to show the trajectory of the books into 
the culture of their times, to underscore their enduring fame and impact on readers of 
all ages. i felt that well crafted or printed ephemeral artifacts like toys, dolls, and games 
would enliven the books and deepen the exhibition viewers’ reactions to them.” she 
added, “i think a well selected ephemeral object is able to reach into the heart of a book 
and make it tangible, and even tactile, for a person of any age who has read that book. so 
seeing finely crafted realia, like an engraved ivory hornbook, or a hand-carved wooden 
pinocchio doll, brings the essence of the book to life in front of the viewer’s eyes.” 

we found more than a dozen examples of this type of material, recently sold at auc-
tion, which would make intriguing addenda to private libraries, for those who are willing 
to look beyond books. –Editor

Look Beyond Books

Little people, Big sale
PAintEd PlAStEr diSPlAy Of GullivEr in thE “lAnd Of thE lilliPutiAnS” 

swears and wells was one of Victorian London’s best-known department stores, but its original 
incarnation was as a “Lilliputian warehouse” specializing in children’s clothing. Appropriate, then, 
that the company should commission a model of Gulliver’s capture by the Lilliputians in Gulliver’s 
Travels for London’s Great exhibition of 1851. this model, which features Jonathan swift’s satirical 
hero in dire straits, is a copy of the one that appeared at the Great exhibition and now resides in 
the museum of German toys in sonneberg. we hope that this one is the centerpiece of an incred-
ible swift collection. 
christie’s, $32,920 / september 3, 2014

Accessory to 
magick
MiddlE EAStErn dAG-
GEr OWnEd And uSEd by 
AlEiStEr CrOWlEy 

novelist and esoteric celeb-
rity Aleister crowley raised 
eyebrows for his unconven-
tional behavior and his con-
troversial views. known as 

“the wickedest man in the 
world,” crowley became a 
countercultural icon with his 
experiments with drugs, sex, 
and magickal [sic] religious 
practices that were labeled 
everything from satanic to 
sublime. crowley wore this 
dagger around his neck in 
an intricate scabbard as part 
of his ritualistic garb. the 
curved dagger is an example 
of a late nineteenth-century 
Arabic janbiya, which was 
worn to indicate social status 
and often used in rituals. Like 
Hunter thompson’s Gonzo 
sword, this object would 
be quite the focal point in a 
crowley collection.
bloomsbury auctions, 
$15,500 / december 11, 2014 

litErary-thEmEd EPhEmEra aNd rEalia 
may sEEm out of scoPE for strict 
Book collEctors, But thEsE “odd 
lots” add tExturE to a collEctioN

Jonathan 
Swift
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courtesy of BLoomsBury Auctions.

your turn
“WizArd Of Oz” bOArd GAME, 
MAnufACturEd by PArkEr 
brOS. in 1922.

this item might have fit right 
in at the Grolier club’s exhi-
bition—it’s a “wizard of oz” 
board game, manufactured by 
parker Bros. in 1922. the com-
plete boxed game with a fold-
ing game board, eight-page 
pictorial rule booklet, wooden 
dice cup, six wooden die, and 
four pewter figures depict-
ing Dorothy, the scarecrow, 
the tin man, and the cowardly 
Lion, must have appealed to 
many an oz fan when it fol-
lowed the yellow brick road to 
auction last year. 
freeman’s, $938  
april 10, 2014
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Hot Jacket Art
“burninG MAn” COvEr Art illuStrAtiOn fOr brAdbury’S 
Fahrenheit 451 

ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 burned bright in literary con-
sciousness when it was published in 1953. the classic novel, 
which follows a fireman tasked with burning books in a dys-
topian society, was released with a cover illustrated by Joseph 
mugnaini, who created a man made of flame. mugnaini was 
an italian illustrator and animator who drew covers for many 
other Bradbury novels, including The Martian Chronicles. this 
item was Bradbury’s own and a worthy addition to any collec-
tion of his work. 
nate d. sanders, $5,120 / september 25, 2014 

the mystery of the 
Brass plates
PAir Of brASS PlAtES CElEbrAt-
inG Sir Arthur COnAn dOylE And 
ShErlOCk hOlMES 

sir Arthur conan Doyle’s iconic 
sherlock Holmes appeared in 
four of his novels and 56 sto-
ries. the storied detective has 
become a beloved pop culture 
icon, and this status is reflected 
in two brass plates sent to auc-
tion last fall. the plates are at the 
center of their own literary mys-
tery—though possibly presented 
to Vincent starrett, whose Studies 
in Sherlock Holmes was released 
in 1940, it is unclear what exactly 
they celebrate and why. the first 
plate references the “Baker street 
irregulars,” a literary society that 
named itself after fictitious char-
acters in the Holmes books. 
the second plate is particularly 
intriguing: it is inscribed “Lambie 
& Barroman,” names shared by 
key witnesses in a 1909 murder 
case followed and even written 
about by Doyle.
heritage auctions, $7,187.50 each 
october 8, 2014 

they Gave a 
Damn
finAl ShOOtinG SCriPt fOr 
Gone With the Wind 

of Gone With the Wind col-
lectors, there are many. 
Anything related to the book 
or the movie will draw a 
crowd. when the film adap-
tation of margaret mitchell’s 
civil war saga premiered in 
1939, it was hailed as one of 
the best films of all time. But 
its road to the big screen 
was rocky indeed, involving 
multiple screenwriters, three 
directors, and a worldwide 
search for an actress wor-
thy of playing fiery scarlett 
o’Hara. producer David o. 
selznick made history when 
his film premiered to over 
300,000 fans in Atlanta and 
won ten Academy Awards. 
though the actual author-
ship of the screenplay is 
hotly contested, that didn’t 
stop selznick from bind-
ing the final shooting script 
and presenting it to numer-
ous members of his cast and 
crew. this one is inscribed to 
mGm studio publicist william 
r. ferguson. 
profiles in history, $24,600 
october 20, 2014 

cashing in on Beat 
ephemera
bAnk ChECk fOr $100 frOM JACk kErOuAC tO hiMSElf 

rumor and contention still swirl about the kerouac estate, 
leading to a brisk trade in memorabilia related to the 
Beat poet and novelist. kerouac, who died at age 47 in 
1969, wrote this check to cash in 1959. Just two years ear-
lier, On The Road had galvanized readers, earning praise 
as “a major novel” and thrusting kerouac to celebrity sta-
tus. But kerouac’s fame was as overwhelming as it was 
sudden, and he struggled with alcoholism and ambiguity 
about his status as a Beat Generation figurehead. other 
kerouac-related auction lots have courted controversy 
over the years, such as a letter from neal cassady thought 
to have inspired a rewrite of kerouac’s most famous 
novel. the two estates tussled over ownership, and the 
letter was withdrawn from auction in December 2014.
pba galleries, $480 / january 15, 2015 

our mutual 
friend
PlAStEr buSt Of ChArlES 
diCkEnS 

when this bust was cast and 
inscribed in 1869, charles 
Dickens was the most sig-
nificant literary figure in the 
world. Dickens had become 
prominent 30 years ear-
lier with The Pickwick Papers 
and went on to become 
famous for his gripping 
serial fiction, his commen-
tary on the social condi-
tions of Victorian england, 
and his profitable public 
readings. this bust, which 
was cast by sumner & co., 
was likely designed during 
Dickens’ series of “farewell 
readings”—a tour that was 
cut short by his declining 
health and his death in 1870.
leslie hindman auctioneers, 
$1,250 / november 5, 2014 Charles 

Dickens

L i t e r a r y  e p h e m e r a L i t e r a r y  e p h e m e r a

shadow and 
substance
CArtE-dE-viSitE POrtrAit 
Of SOJOurnEr truth 

“Ain’t i a woman?” cried for-
mer slave and abolitionist 
sojourner truth in a rousing 
1851 speech urging free-
dom for blacks. After her 
escape, she became an itin-
erant evangelist and aboli-
tionist known for her writ-
ing and rousing speeches. 
this carte-de-visite was used 
by truth to raise money for 
her travel. Historians think 
that the phrase “i sell the 
shadow to support the sub-
stance” refers to early pho-
tographers’ claims that they 
could “secure the shadow 
’ere the substance fade,” and 
to truth’s commitment to 
raising substantive funds for 
her causes with her image 
(shadow), and to her insis-
tence on controlling her own 
image and person as a per-
son who once was enslaved.
swann galleries, $3,250 
march 26, 2015 
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Erin Blakemore is a Boulder, colorado–
based historian, journalist, and author of 
the award-winning The Heroine’s Bookshelf 
(Harper). Her work has appeared in pub-
lications like Time, mental_floss, and 
smithsonian.com. Learn more at http://
erinblakemore.com. 

the edge’s the thing
fOrE-EdGE PAintinG Of ShAkESPEArE 

A showpiece for a shakespeare collection need not cost millions. take this sweet fore-edge paint-
ing depicting the famed playwright, or its mate, which illustrates an elizabethan street scene. 
painted on serviceable editions of the Bard’s collected plays printed by edward moxon, one of the 
most successful early Victorian printers, these edges are worth seeing. 
skinner, $1,559 / november 16, 2014 

A plea for preservation
fund drivE POStEr tO PrESErvE thE hOME Of frEdEriCk 
dOuGlASS 

After frederick Douglass escaped from slavery in 1838, an event 
he chronicled in his 1845 autobiography, Narrative of the Life 
of Frederick Douglass, he devoted his life to raising awareness 
of the plight of slaves and the disenfranchised. After his death, 
the united states congress chartered the frederick Douglass 
memorial and Historical Association, which took ownership 
of his washington, D.c. home in 1903. this poster describes a 
fDmHA fundraising drive undertaken at some point around 
1910. the plea worked: in 1922, the first restoration of the home 
was complete, and in 1962, the home became a national 
Historic site.
swann galleries, $281 / march 26, 2015 

this Ad 
contains 
multitudes 
brOAdSidE AdvErtiSinG 
WAlt WhitMAn’S bOOkS 

walt whitman may have 
been a bohemian, but the 
acclaimed poet also knew 
how to sell books. known as 
America’s “first great poet,” 
he scandalized early audi-
ences with his frank and 
earthy depictions of sexu-
ality in books like Leaves of 
Grass. in 1872, he designed a 
large advertising placard he 
called a “show bill” to pro-
mote his books in book-
stores. the poet’s popularity 
fuels a strong market in first 
editions ($305,000 is the cur-
rent auction record for his 
work), and for those buyers, 
this broadside is breathtak-
ing bonus material. 
sotheby’s, $43,750 
december 2, 2014 

Arts and crafts 
chaucer
EnGrAvEd WOOdblOCk fOr 
EriC Gill’S 1929 EditiOn Of the 
Canterbury tales by GOldEn 
COCkErEl PrESS 

eric Gill was an english print-
maker best known for his type-
faces and his Arts and crafts–
inspired illustrations. in 1929, he 
designed and engraved the 
plates for a Golden cockerel 
press edition of The Canterbury 
Tales that became a landmark 
in typography for its irrever-
ence and wit. only 500 cop-
ies of this edition of the book 
were ever released. this 
engraved woodblock is an 
incredible literary artifact from 
the production of that book, 
surely coveted by savvy col-
lectors of Gill, Golden cockerel, 
chaucer, or printing arts. 
sotheby’s, $11,750  
december 9, 2014 

A Bountiful trip 
to Bonhams
COPPEr nAil frOM thE h.M.S. 
bounty 

since a group of disgrun-
tled crewmen took over the 
H.m.s. Bounty from william 
Bligh in 1789, their story has 
spawned thousands of spi-
noffs in print and on film, 
including a short story by 
H. G. wells and a popular 
book by charles nordhoff 
and James norman Hall. torn 
apart by disagreements over 
seamanship and Bligh’s own 
command, the rebels cast 
Bligh plus 18 others into a 
20-foot boat with five days of 
supplies. they managed to 
survive and see the prosecu-
tion of some of the remain-
ing mutineers. in 1957, the 
shipwreck of the Bounty was 
discovered and remnants of 
the ship have been popu-
lar with collectors of many 
stripes ever since. 
bonhams, $1,500 
april 13, 2015 

stratford-upon-
east-127th-
street
lAnGStOn huGhES’ AnnO-
tAtEd COPy Of shakespeare 
in harlem 

known as the foremost 
“jazz poet” and the leader 
of the Harlem renaissance, 
Langston Hughes devoted 
his life to exploring the 
condition of working-
class blacks. His 1942 work 
Shakespeare in Harlem was 
billed as a book of “light 
verse” set in the streets of 
black America. this copy 
belonged to Hughes himself. 
it was rescued from a trash 
can in a dormitory at Lincoln 
university, where Hughes 
was a student. Hughes 
reportedly was unhappy 
with the book, which fea-
tured illustrations by a white 
artist that he initially con-
sidered offensive. this copy 
contains numerous revisions, 
insertions, and notes by 
Hughes—very desirable for 
a Hughes fan.
addison & sarova, $2,250 
march 12, 2014 Walt 

Whitman

Langston Hughes

L i t e r a r y  e p h e m e r a L i t e r a r y  e p h e m e r a

courtesy of BonHAms.
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