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New Auction House
Sets Records

Forum Auctions may be young, but
its expert team achieves strong results.
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Leslie Hindman@Auction

View From
the Top
Aerial map of pre-fire Chicago one
of many rare finds at Leslie Hindman
Auctioneers’ September sale.

historical significance, this
area was where many people
fleeing the disaster sought
refuge in the aftermath of
the fire.
In addition to its value as
a contemporary depiction of
pre-fire Chicago, this map is
also exceedingly rare.
“There are only four known
copies of this particular view
of Chicago, and three of those
copies are in institutional col-

AUCTION

Accepting consignments
for upcoming auctions
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chica g o

$30,000, Hause said this is a
“very nice” copy.
The map’s large size could
have played a factor in its rarity, as large paper items are
hard to preserve. Measuring
at 1,175 mm x 2,060 mm, the
map was printed on four separate sheets.
As the only known copy of
this pre-fire view of Chicago
in private hands the auction presents a rare oppor-
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gretchenhause@lesliehindman.com
312.334.4229 | lesliehindman.com
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lections,” Hause said, adding
that copies are housed at the
Chicago History Museum, the
Newberry Library, and the
Library of Congress.
But on September 13,
during Leslie Hindman
Auctioneers’ Fine Books and
Manuscripts sale, a privately
held copy of this map is up for
auction. With an estimated
value between $20,000 and

tunity for collectors. This is
one of many fine maps being
offered for sale during the
Fine Books and Manuscripts
auction, which will also
include many items of significance in the fields of cartography, exploration, and
Americana.
Peggy Carouthers lives in North
Carolina and is the editor of custom
content at Journalistic Inc.

Courtesy of Leslie Hindman.

J. T. Palmatary’s engraved birds-eye view of pre-fire Chicago, depicting the city and incorporating
individual buildings along the city grid, was printed in Chicago by Braunhold & Sonne in 1857.
No copy of this exceedingly rare map has ever appeared on the market at auction; it is one of four
known copies, and the only known obtainable copy in private hands.

space in 1836. It was the longest in the world at the time it
was built, stretching 705 miles
from Chicago to Cairo, Illinois.
The map also shows an
area of the city called “The
Sands” on the lower right
side, which Gretchen Hause,
director of Fine Books
and Manuscripts at Leslie
Hindman, noted was an “area
of ill repute.” Adding further

September 13, 2017
December 6, 2017
inqUiRiES

O

n October 8, 1871, flames
grew around Patrick
and Catherine O’Leary’s barn
and quickly spread, engulfing much of Chicago. Later
named The Great Chicago
Fire, this event killed three
hundred people and
destroyed thousands of buildings across 3.3 square miles,
forever changing the landscape of the city.
In order to understand the
early history of the metropolis, historians and collectors
must turn to pre-fire sources,
like J. T. Palmatary’s “Bird’sEye View of Chicago,” printed
by Braunhold & Sonne in 1857.
Palmatary, a mapmaker best
known for his aerial views of
cities, reproduced the plan
of the city with painstaking
detail.
His representation of
Chicago features views of
the cityscape at the time
down to individual buildings and streets, depicting sites of great historical
importance, like the Illinois
Central Railroad shown in the
lower left corner of the map.
Completed in 1856, one year
before the map was published, the railroad ran over
the lake rather than along
the lakeshore, which had
been deeded as a public park

fINE bOOkS
AND
MANUSCRIpTS

hEnnEPin, louis.
Carte d’un tres grand Pais Nouvellement d’ecouvert dans l’Amerique Septentrionale.
Leiden: Pierre van AA, 1704. To be offered in our September 13 auction.
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Doyle offers a wide variety of collector’s
pieces for its November sale.

I

n the auction world, Doyle
is known as a house presenting a wide range of antiquarian items within its two
major book sales each year.
Previous sales have contained
every kind of rarity, from a
Babylonian cylinder to more
traditional books. At this
year’s Rare Books, Autographs,
and Maps sale at Doyle on
November 7, collectors will
find a wide range of items,
with pieces from many fields
and in many price ranges.
Several letters will be auctioned, including an autograph letter in French by
the Marquis de Sade, dated
March 12, 1793 and estimated at $4,000–6,000. At
the time the four-page letter was written, Sade’s name
had appeared on a list at
Marseilles of émigrés who
had fled the Revolution and
thus were under suspicion. In
the letter, he states that his
name should not have been
on the list solely because he
had been late in supplying his
certificate of residence.
“The accusation would
have put him at a considerable degree of risk” said
Edward Ripley-Duggan, vice
president and director of rare
books, autographs, and photographs at Doyle. “He had a
hard time getting it struck

down. It’s a fascinating letter
because this role—as a stalwart of the revolution—is not
what one usually thinks of as
associated with him.”
Another autograph letter written by Lady Emma
Hamilton, best known for

Typescript leaf of James
Joyce’s Ulysses (1919-1921),
including words in Joyce’s
hand. $60,000–90,000.

her romantic involvement with
Lord Nelson, is estimated at
$3,000–5,000 and dated from
1797.
A single typescript leaf of
James Joyce’s Ulysses consists
of page twenty-three from
the printer’s typescript manuscript for chapter twelve of
the book. Estimated between
$60,000–90,000, the leaf contains approximately sixty-five
words in Joyce’s hand, as well
as many smaller emendations.
It is accompanied by a note
on Shakespeare and Company
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200,000. Only five copies of
this edition have been sold at
auction since 1967.
“This is the first American
edition, first issue, and it
was essentially a pirated
work,” Ripley-Duggan said.
“Ackerman was profoundly
put out that Catlin had
elected to have it
produced in London
and wanted to prove
an American publisher could do just
as well and printed
it unbeknownst to
Catlin and without
his authorization.”
Robert
Thornton’s New
Illustration of the
Sexual System of
Carolus von Linnaeus
Comprehending …
the Temple of Flora,
George Catlin’s North American Indian
or Garden of Nature,
Portfolio (1845), printed by James
the
large folio first
Ackerman in New York, $100,000–
$200,000.
edition printed by
Thomas Bensley
between 1799-1807, is to be
auctioned and is estimated at
$60,000–80,000.
“This is one of the greatest
of all English floral color plate
books and one of the greatest plate books of all time,
period,” Ripley-Duggan said.
“It is an unusually complete
copy with two additional
plates not usually found in
addition to the twenty-eight
Robert Thornton’s New
Illustration of the Sexual
requisite plates.”
System of Carolus von Linnaeus
These items represent a
Comprehending … the Temple
small
sample of what Doyle’s
of Flora, or Garden of Nature
(1799-1807). $60,000–80,000.
November sale will have to
offer. With such a range of
printed and written materials,
printed in London by Chatto
there will be many that will
and Windus in 1875, featuring
be prime additions to any colsix additional unnumbered
lection.
plates ($50,000–80,000). The
other was printed in 1845 by
Peggy Carouthers lives in North
James Ackerman in New York,
Carolina and is the editor of custom
and is valued at $100,000–
content at Journalistic Inc.
stationery with a handwritten inscription by Sylvia Beach
describing the leaf.
In Americana, two copies of George Catlin’s North
American Indian Portfolio will
be auctioned, both from
Frank T. Siebert’s collection.
One is the expanded edition

RARE BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS & MAPS

Auction November 7

NEW YORK

Three-rotor service Enigma machine (Enigma I). [Heismoeth & Rinke]:

circa 1940. housed in the original wooden case. Est: $80,000-120,000

GEORGE CATLIN, Catlin's North American Indian Portfolio.
Hunting Scenes and Amusements of the Rocky Mountains and
Prairies of America…New York: James Ackerman, 1845.

First American edition (first issue). Est: $100,000-200,000

JAMES JOYCE, Single typescript leaf, consisting of page 23 from

the printer's typescript manuscript for Chapter Twelve of Ulysses.
Gift of Sylvia Beach to her sister Holly Beach. Est: $60,000-90,000

GAIUS SUETONIUS TRANQUILLUS, Vitae XII Caesarum.

[Venice]: Nicolaus Jenson, [before July] 1471. Est: $10,000-15,000

Specialists: Edward Ripley-Duggan & Peter Costanzo, Books@Doyle.com
Courtesy of Doyle.
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Documents
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The Age of
Exploration
Bonhams’ Fine Books sale includes rare
early texts centered on discovery.
Dürer, sammelband.
Nuremberg, 1525. $150,000200,000.

F

INQUIRIES
+1 (212) 710 1308
books.@bonhams.com

Library. “
Also for sale on September
26 is a sammelband, a book
comprised of separately
printed works later bound
together, that contains three
treatises written by Albrecht
Dürer and designed for press
toward the end of his life. The
works include a treatise on
perspective and proportion
in drawing, painting, architecture, and letterforms; a treatise

Breydenbach, Peregrinatio in terram sanctam. Mainz, 1486. $120,000-180,000.

Columbus, De Insulis nuper in mari Indico repertis. Basel, 1494.
$700,000-1,000,000.

Another significant item
up for sale is the Basel 1494
edition of the De Insulis nuper
in mari Indico repertis commonly called “The Columbus
Letter on the Discovery of
America.” The Columbus letter is a first-hand account
of the discovery of the
American continent, the most
famous voyage ever undertaken. The book includes
six beautiful woodcut illustrations that were the first
depictions of the New World.

6 | F ine B ooks & C ollections • auction Guide

“This is the most important book in any Americana
or Travel and Exploration collection,” Ehling said. “It is one
of the earliest obtainable editions. We are offering the second illustrated edition which
is of the greatest rarity. Only
three other copies of this edition have been sold at auction in the past one hundred
years. The only extant complete copy of the first illustrated edition is in the collection of the New York Public

on fortification; and a treatise
on the proportion of the human
body. The sammelband is
bound in a contemporary
German binding.
“Dürer studied for several years in Italy,” Ehling
said. “This sammelband contains three of his major works
that introduced the Northern
European audience to the
Italian Renaissance principles of perspective and proportion.”
These works encompass major moments in
Western history and chronicle periods of vast change in
human thought and achievement. Important both for the
impact of their contents upon
the world, as well as for their
significance as early printed
texts, these rare books make
unique additions to any collection.
Peggy Carouthers lives in North
Carolina and is the editor of custom
content at Journalistic Inc.

Courtesy of Bonhams.

rom world travels to artistic innovation, the quest
for new experiences and
ideas has driven mankind for
millennia. On September 26,
the Bonhams Fine Books and
Manuscripts sale will highlight
the vast history of human discovery.
One incunabulum of
note is a first edition of
Bernhard von Breydenbach’s
Peregrinatio in Terram Sanctam,
illustrated by the Dutch artist
Erhard Reuwich and printed
in 1486. Breydenbach’s
account of his pilgrimage
to the Holy Land is the earliest printed first-hand travel
account of the region with
woodcut illustrations by
Reuwich, who accompanied
Breydenbach on his journey.
Ian Ehling, the new director
of the Bonhams Fine Books
and Manuscripts department,
called this work “one of the
most beautiful and important
early books to be printed.”
“It is also the first book to
be printed with folding plates,”
Ehling said. “The views of
Venice and Jerusalem, for
instance, are large folding
plates that were printed off
multiple wood blocks and
then pasted together.
Because of the fragility of the
folding plates this work is
rarely found complete.”

Featuring Exploration & Travel
Tuesday, September 26, 2017, 1pm
New York

guide

DÜRER, ALBRECHT.
Sammelband including:
Underweysung der messung.
Nuremberg, 1525-29.
$150,000 - 200,000

International Auctioneers and Appraisers - bonhams.com/books
© 2017 Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All rights reserved. Principal Auctioneer: Matthew Girling, NYC License No. 1236798-DCA
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Illustration Art
Draws Collectors
Why Swann Galleries launched its
newest record-setting department.

rom beloved children’s
books to magazine covers, illustration art shapes the
narrative and adds dimension to a story. While not
new to auctions, it is only in
recent years that the popularity of these works has
soared. This shift led Swann
Galleries, a house that specializes in rare and antiquarian
books, to establish a separate
Illustration Art department in
2012. The department deals
exclusively with original
works of art intended for publication, including book and
magazine illustrations; advertising art; theater, costume,
and film designs; cartoons;
and comics.
Specialist Christine von der
Linn, the department founder,
explained why the auction
house is focusing on this burgeoning category.

Why was it time to form
the Illustration Art department?
The work of many artists and
illustrators was overlooked
for years and not regarded as
important or serious enough
for the international market,
especially if it depicted lighthearted subjects. But as modern art historical thinking
has expanded to appreciate
what defines us as storytell-

ers, illustration art has come
to be seen as a form of cultural reflection. As such, collectors, museums, and other
institutions are increasingly
interested in the vast scope of
illustration art.

75 YEARS OF AUCTIONS

guide
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mystery. Often, the consignor
has no idea why his or her
piece was created and
whether or where it was published. We love to dig into the
research to uncover the background story. We always
unframe a work to see what
clues might be on the reverse,
like a fragment of a signature
or a magazine label with a
sticker that we have to struggle to read to solve the riddle.
Are there any common misconceptions about illustration art?
People sometimes think that
because an illustration is
whimsical or a commission

[left] Howard Chandler Christy, I Am an American!, charcoal and pastel, 1941. Sold January 28, 2016
for $40,000. [middle] Georges Lepape, Le Miroir, ink and watercolor, for Vogue, 1927. Sold September
29, 2016 for $52,500. [right] Dr. Seuss (Theodor Geisel), Tadd and Todd, ink and watercolor, for
Redbook, 1950. Sold September 29, 2016 for $23,750.

What are some of the highlights of the department?
Last fall, we sold a rediscovered illustration by Theodor
Geisel, or Dr. Seuss, of Tadd
and Todd, which realized
$23,750; in the same sale we
sold a 1922 Harper’s Bazaar
cover by Erté titled La Cage
Improvisée for $45,000. We
also offer new-to-market cartoons by Charles
Addams and unique works
by Aubrey Beardsley,
Ludwig Bemelmans, and

publication, such as Charles
Addams, Peter Arno, George
Booth, Mary Petty, and others.
A private book collection of
works by Edward Gorey—a
personal favorite of mine—
enlivened interest in his artwork and, to date, we’ve sold
more originals by him, and
set more records for his work,
than any other auction house.
What is most exciting
about this category?
Nearly every work is a little

for a popular publication that
it is not “serious” or technically sophisticated art, but so
much can go into a first-class
example. The light in a Bernie
Fuchs painting for Sports
Illustrated is unparalleled, as
are the painstakingly rendered details, like raindrops or
beadwork by the hand of Erté,
or the facial expressions of
characters by W. T. Benda.
Peggy Carouthers lives in North
Carolina and is the editor of custom
content at Journalistic Inc.

Marlene Dietrich’s “short snorter” with over 1,000 signatures by notables, including Ernest Hemingway & George S. Patton, on 83 pieces of joined currency, 1940s.
Estimate $3,500 to $5,000. At auction November 7.

FALL/WINTER 2017 AucTIoN SchEduLE

Courtesy of Swann Auction Galleries.

F

Maurice Sendak.
The department regularly
establishes auction records
for artists new to the market
and breaks existing records.
These include $52,500 for
Georges Lepape’s 1927 Vogue
cover, Le Miroir, in September
2016, and Howard Chandler
Christy’s original charcoal and
pastel maquette for the iconic
I Am an American!, 1941, which
was purchased for $40,000 in
January 2016.
We have become well
known for our popular New
Yorker magazine section
where we feature original
cover art and cartoons by
great names from the famed

AUCTION
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19th & 20th Century Prints & Drawings

NOV 2

Old Master Through Modern Prints

SEP 28

Printed & Manuscript Americana

NOV 7

Autographs

OCT 5

African-American Fine Art

NOV 14

19th & 20th Century Literature
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Early Printed, Medical, Scientific & Travel Books
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Contemporary Art

OCT 19

Art & Storytelling: Photographs & Photobooks
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Maps & Atlases, Natural History & Color Plate Books

OCT 26

Rare & Important Travel Posters

DEC 14

Illustration Art

104 East 25th Street New York, NY 10010 • 212 254 4710 • SWANNGALLERIES.COM
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Only two weeks later, the
house’s first auction reached
nearly a £1 million hammer
total with a two-day sale featuring antiquarian books,
modern literature, and mas-

Forum Auctions may be young, but its
expert team achieves strong results.

S

tephan Ludwig had an
idea. The former CEO of
Dreweatts and Bloomsbury
Auctions, he envisioned an
international auction house
that provided a high level of
customer experience that
could carry that experience
into online bidding and the
digital space. Now, in less than
two years, Forum Auctions
has emerged, growing and
even setting sales records.
Forum Auctions has three
departments: Books, Old
Master and Decorative Prints,
and Modern and Contemporary
Prints and Editions. The house
also handles all manner of
manuscript material, printed
ephemera, maps, and photographs. Said Rupert Powell,
deputy chairman and head of
books at Forum, “Our company was born out of a desire
to enhance much of what
many of us had spent years
establishing, but developing
that further in terms of online
bidding and customer experience.”
In founding this new auction house, Ludwig recruited
many former colleagues with
whom he had worked—specialists and support staff
members who would create
a cohesive team with a strong
background in the auction
world.

“I think I speak for all my
colleagues when I say that we
are rejuvenated and inspired
by what Forum Auctions initially promised and, a year
on, has already spectacularly
delivered,” Powell said. “We
are genuinely thrilled to be
working together, and there

Banksy’s print, Girl with
Balloon, sold for £69,000
($84,155) hammer on October
12, 2016—a world record auction price.

Viewing for one of Forum Auctions’ sales of Fine Books at the
Westbury Hotel, Mayfair.
Rupert Powell
celebrates
selling lot 1 in
Forum Auctions’
inaugural sale
on July 13, 2016.

is a fabulous team spirit. That
positivity translates into exciting and interesting consignments, successful auctions,
and satisfaction for both
buyer and seller.”
Powell joined the Forum
Auctions team in July 2016.
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ter prints. Forum Auctions has
continued to grow from there.
Also in 2016, Forum
Auctions became the world’s
top auctioneer for prints by
urban artist Banksy when all
forty-two of his works sold,
including sixteen with world

records. Powell noted this was
a “white-glove affair,” based
on the nineteenth-century
century tradition that when
every lot sells, the auctioneer is presented with a pair of
white gloves. In Modern Print
auctions since, another sixty
Banksy lots have sold, with a
hammer total well over £1.25
million.
“Across the board we have
achieved extraordinary results
in a short period and established a position as the leading specialist auction house,”
Powell said.
He attributes the house’s
success to its focus on specific markets, strong specialist staff, and forward-thinking
vision. Other keys to success
at Forum are is its blend of
traditional and online selling with pre-sale viewing
combined with Forum’s seasoned professionals that provide a unique market position.
Because team members are
also stakeholders in the business, they have a vested interest in its performance.
“We combine knowledge of subject with a passion for what we do,” Powell
said. “And, most importantly,
we are friendly and always
happy to talk with customers about any aspect of our
world, whether it’s buying
or selling; discussing current
prices or trends; undertaking
valuations for sale, probate, or
insurance; or even rare book
or print world gossip. We
believe that Forum Auctions
is the optimum ‘one-stop
shop’ for the buying and selling of rare books and works
on paper.”
Peggy Carouthers lives in North
Carolina and is the editor of custom
content at Journalistic Inc.

Sold for £45,000 (July 2017)
[Brontë (Charlotte, Emily & Anne)],
"Currer, Ellis & Acton Bell".
Poems,

Welcoming Auction Entries
We are now welcoming consignments of Books, Manuscripts and other works on paper
into our Autumn sales calendar. Our team of experts would be delighted to provide a free,
Courtesy of Forum Auctions.

New Auction
House Sets Records

guide

Wednesday 27 September: Fine Books and Works on Paper
Thursday 12 October: The Edge Hall Library including Travel, Natural History, Literature and more
Thursday 16 November: Fine Books, Western Manuscripts and Works on Paper

Full auction calendar and further details: www.forumauctions.co.uk
Contact: Rupert Powell | r.powell@forumauctions.co.uk |+44 (0) 20 7871 2640

spend every Day with Fine Books
the Fine Books website is updated daily
with current news from the world of book
collecting. Read original stories and learn
about upcoming events and auctions.
Visit Daily.

FineBooksmagazine.com

