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B etween 1910 and 1912, 
Japanese explorer Nobu 

Shirase led the first non-Euro-
pean expedition to reach the 
South Pole. While the pole 
attempt was ulti-
mately unsuccess-
ful, the Japanese 
Antarctic Expedition 
resulted in several 
notable achieve-
ments, including 
the first landing on 
the coast of King 
Edward VII Land and 
the fastest recorded 
sledging journey. 
Delegated to the 
sidelines of history 
until recently, Nobu 
Shirase’s accom-
plishments were 
overshadowed 
by the global attention on 
European expeditions led by 
Roald Amundsen and Robert 
Falcon Scott. An upcom-
ing sale at Potter & Potter 
Auctions, however, will help 
shed light on Shirase’s impor-
tant contributions to polar 
exploration.

On October 12, Potter & 
Potter will offer at auction the 
Nobu Shirase and Japanese 
Arctic Exploration collec-
tion built by Chet Ross. Many 

erence library of any serious 
polar collector. The Potter & 
Potter catalogue will act as a 
revised bibliography of the 
expedition with new entries 
and insights.  

“Ross has solely created a 
market with serious demands 
for these rarities by search-
ing the farthest depths of 
the Japanese book trade, 
employing his own agents 
to help bring these items to 
North America,” said Brink. 
Highlights include Shirase’s 
personal military textbooks, 
which “helped him become 
the fearless leader of the 
small crew on the undersized 
Kainan Maru who became the 
first non-Europeans to reach 

Antarctica.”
In addition to the Ross col-

lection, the sale will include 
a second session of collec-
tions from various consignors, 
including the USS Bear auxil-
iary wheel, used in the Greely 
Relief Expedition and on 
Richard E. Byrd’s second expe-
dition to the Antarctic. Also 
on offer is the original camera 
taken on Byrd’s first expedi-
tion to Antarctica. The docu-
mentary about the expedi-

tion filmed with that camera 
would later win the Oscar 
for Best Cinematography, 
becoming the first documen-
tary to win the coveted award.

Rounding out their auc-
tion year, Potter & Potter will 
also offer an important col-
lection of Alice in Wonderland 
material on November 30. 
Built over four decades by 
Stephen and Nancy Farber, 
the collection includes over 
2,000 titles. Some highlights 
include a presentation Alice 
from Lewis Carroll to the 
English illustrator Richard 
Doyle (whom Carroll almost 
chose to illustrate Alice); a pre-
sentation Alice from Tenniel 
with an original sketch of the 

Mad Hatter; and a massive six-
foot-tall celestial globe featur-
ing all the Alice characters, a 
one-of-a-kind prototype from 
a prominent English globe 
maker.

Both auctions will offer 
online and absentee bidding 
in addition to in-person bid-
ding at Potter & Potter’s auc-
tion house in Chicago. l
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Rare Nobu Shirase 
and Alice in 

Wonderland Titles  
in Fall Auctions

Japanese Antarctic Expedition and  
Lewis Carroll close out year

Nate Pedersen is a writer in 
Savannah, Georgia. He is the co-author 
of Quackery (2017) and Patient Zero 
(2021).

of the items offered at the 
sale will be coming across 
the auction block for the first 
time.

“This has been a sale sev-

eral years in the making and 
a personal goal of mine since 
I started at Potter & Potter,” 
said Chris Brink. “I wanted 
to put together a sale solely 
dedicated to exploration 
that would help expand our 
knowledge on the subject 
with items that have never 
come to market.” 

Collector Chet Ross has 
published the only bibliogra-
phy on the Japanese Antarctic 
Expedition found in the ref-

right: First authorized 
edition of Alice, 
inscribed by Carroll to 
the British illustrator 
Richard Doyle, 
$30,000/50,000. 

left: The “original 
Alice’s” own copy of 
Vladimir Nabokov's 
Russian translation 
of Alice that is 
considered almost 
as rare as the 1865 
suppressed first 
edition of Alice, 
$10,000/15,000. 

CHRISTOPHER BRINK, Director & Specialist
773.472.1442
chris@potterauctions.com

INQUIRIES:

W W W . P O T T E R A U C T I O N S . C O M

O C T O B ER  12, 2023 AT  10 A M  C S T
AT AUCTION:AT AUCTION:

NOBU SHIRASE

Rare proof copy of the limited 
issue supplement to Shackleton’s  
“The Heart of the Antarctic”, 
signed by all 16 members of the 
shore party.  
Est. $10,000/15,000

THE IMPORTANT JAPANESE ANTARCTIC 
COLLECTION OF CHET ROSS,  
INCLUDING OTHER POLAR RARITIES

https://potterauctions.com
https://potterauctions.com
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Swann Auction Galleries 
will be closing out their 

auction year with an Illustra-
tion Art sale set for Decem-
ber 14. Swann’s Illustration Art 
Specialist, Skye Lacerte, dis-
cussed her background with 
us, some of her favorite illus-
trators, and what trends she 
is seeing in the illustration art 
market:

What illustrators are 
you thinking about lately? 
Who’s catching your eye?

Lately, I’ve been interested 
in illustrators who were inno-
vative in their approach to 
composition, efficiency, and 
artistry. A perfect example is 
Clarence Coles Phillips, bet-
ter known as Coles Phillips 

and the creator of “the fade-
away girl.”

What’s distinctive about 
Phillips? What about his 
style speaks to the con-
temporary collector, even 
though he was working 100 
years ago?

Phillips is one of the most 
recognizable illustrators of 
the first half of the twentieth 
century. His first cover for Life 
appeared in 1908, the same 
year he debuted his signa-
ture design, which came to 
be known as “the fadeaway 
girl.” The fadeaway style refers 
to Phillips’s masterful use of 
shapes and edges to sug-
gest a silhouette. In essence, 
a woman’s figure is rendered 

with a detailed face, arms, 
and legs, but the clothing is 
a solid, flat color that blends 
into the background. The 
defined elements are placed 
within the negative space in 
such a way as to suggest vol-
ume and form.

The style was not only 
innovative in design but also 

in practice, as it allowed pub-
lishers to reduce the number 
of colors to print. Today’s col-
lector will be drawn not only 
to Phillips’s resourceful inven-
tion that marks a significant 
advancement in American 
illustration but also to the 
modern, independent, and 
seductive “It” girl, following in 
the footsteps of Charles Dana 

Gibson and Howard Chandler 
Christy.

Fade-away or not, Phillips’s 
illustrations have been known 
to go for 30–150% over the 
estimate at auction.

How did you get into 
this line of business? What 
draws you to illustration?

During my childhood in 
Southern California, I was 
exposed to classic Hollywood 
movies and the visual culture 
that they spawned. I later dis-
covered and grew to appreci-
ate contemporary art, specifi-
cally artists who were inspired 
by popular culture and the 
combination of image and 
text, such as Barbara Kruger, 
Carrie Mae Weems, and Cindy 
Sherman. This admiration of 
art and pop culture, as well as 
my education in library and 
information science, led me 
to the role of curator of the 
Dowd Illustration Research 
Archive at Washington 
University in St. Louis. For fif-
teen years, I expanded my 
knowledge and appreciation 
of illustration art, building the 
collection and revealing its 
significance to students, fac-
ulty, and the public.

What’s an exciting thing 
coming up this season?

We are offering two orig-
inal illustrations by Arthur 
Rackham that are new to 
the market. In addition to 
being pristine examples of 
Rackham’s work, one of the 
pieces has an exceptionally 
unique story. After publica-
tion, Rackham altered the 
work, arguably evidence that 
he preferred the new compo-
sition to the one seen on the 
printed page. l
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Coles Phillips, cover for The 
Saturday Evening Post, water-
color, gouache, and graphite, 
1920. In the collection of the 
Delaware Art Museum.

Nate Pedersen is a writer in 
Savannah, Georgia. He is the co-author 
of Quackery (2017) and Patient Zero 
(2021).

Russell Patterson, The Old 
Town Looks Just the Same, pre-
liminary study for Life maga-
zine cover, 1927. Sold June 2021 
for $1,040.

Charles Dana Gibson, And you believed the guides, illustration 
published in About Paris by Richard Harding Davis, 1895. Sold 
July 2020 for $3,750.

The State  
of Illustration Art 

Collecting
Illustration Art Specialist Skye Lacerte  

discusses market

Samuel Levi Jones, Construct of  Colour Vision, deconstructed medical books on canvas, 2018. Estimate $20,000 to $30,000. At auction October 19.

104 E 25th Street, NYC • 212 254 4710 • SWANNGALLERIES.COM

Download the App
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Nate Pedersen is a writer in 
Savannah, Georgia. He is the co-author 
of Quackery (2017) and Patient Zero 
(2021).

On November 9, 
Hindman Auctions will 

offer Fine Books from the 
Dorros Family Collection, with 
significant works in the fields 
of Americana, ornithology, 
travel and exploration, litera-
ture, and color plate books.

A major collection high-
light is a complete copy of 
Edward S. Curtis’s monumen-
tal ethnographic work, The 
North American Indian (1907–
1930). One of the most ambi-
tious—and most expen-
sive—publication efforts 
ever undertaken, the com-
plete edition contains forty 
volumes, including 723 pho-

togravures in sepia. The 
extraordinarily beautiful and 
haunting sepia photos have 
become iconic images of the 
American West.

“It is a privilege to han-
dle such a monumental 
work,” said Gretchen Hause, 
Hindman’s Vice President 
and Director of Books & 
Manuscripts. “The North 
American Indian is among the 
most important literary proj-
ects of the twentieth cen-
tury and complete copies in 
any condition are rare on the 
market.”

J. P. Morgan, a financial 
backer for Curtis’s documen-

tary project, originally com-
missioned 500 sets; however 
only about half were ever 
completed. On offer at the 
Hindman sale is copy number 
eighty-eight, signed by Curtis, 
and originally sold to the 
public library in New Bedford, 
Massachusetts.

The estimate for the Curtis 
is $700,000–$1,000,000.

The Dorros family auc-
tion also includes George 
Catlin’s North American Indian 
Portfolio (1875), with hand-col-

ored plates mounted on card. 
The 1875 edition is sought 
after by collectors in part 
because of the six additional 
lithographic plates included 
in the edition that were not 
part of Catlin’s portfolio when 
it was first issued in 1844.

The Dorros Family 
Collection also contains orni-
thology highlights, includ-
ing Audubon’s second folio 
of Birds of America (1860) and 
John Gould’s classic work on 
hummingbirds, A Monograph 
of the Trochilidae… (1849-1861).

The second folio edition 
of Birds of America began as 
an attempt by Audubon’s 

son, John Woodhouse 
Audubon, to reproduce the 
book at a lower price by uti-
lizing chromolithographic 
reproductions of the origi-
nal plates. With the outbreak 
of the American Civil War, 
production was interrupted, 
and the financial backing 
fell through. Only one-third 
of the work, consisting of 
150 plates, was completed 
and published. The included 
plates, however, contain 
many of the best-known 
images from Audubon’s 
work. The second folio edi-
tion also has the distinction 
of being the most ambitious 
color plate book attempted 
in the nineteenth century.

Gould’s beautiful book on 
hummingbirds stands out for 
his use of a special metallic 
coloring technique to capture 
the birds’ iridescent plum-
age. Most of the birds fea-
tured in the book came from 
Gould’s own extensive collec-
tion of specimens that were 
exhibited at the Regent’s Park 
Zoological Gardens in 1851.

The Dorros Family 
Collection also contains sev-
eral Melville works, includ-
ing a first American edition of 
Omoo in the very rare original 
wrappers. Also included are 
thirty-four works illustrated 
by Arthur Rackham in fine 
condition, including the rarest 
of all the Rackham-illustrated 
titles, Poor Cecco.

Fine Books from the 
Dorros Family Collection will 
be offered on November 9, at 
10:00 a.m., with bidding avail-
able online as well as in per-
son at Hindman’s location in 
Chicago. l
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Complete Copy of 
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American Indian 

Heads to Auction
Dorros Family Collection features Americana 

and ornithological highlights
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gretchenhause@hindmanauctions.com
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Fine Books from Fine Books from 
the Dorros Family the Dorros Family 
CollectionCollection
November 9 | Chicago | Live + Online

CURTIS, Edward S. (1868-1952).  
The North American Indian. 1907-1930.  

40 volumes. FIRST EDITION.
Estimate: $700,000 - 1,000,000

To Be Offered November 9 in Fine Books 
from the Dorros Family Collection

Fine Printed Books Fine Printed Books 
& Manuscripts, & Manuscripts, 
including Americanaincluding Americana
November 10 | Chicago | Live + Online

https://hindmanauctions.com
https://hindmanauctions.com
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