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Contact our expert Chad Reingold about your quality  
book consignments today. chad@potterauctions.com

Samuel Langhorne Clemens.  
(Mark Twain).  
The Innocents Abroad, or  
The New Pilgrims Progress.  
Sold for $60,000

Joseph Smith. The Book of  
Mormon: An Account Written  
by the Hand of Mormon…  
Sold for $240,000

Isaac Asimov.  
The Foundation Trilogy,  
All First Editions.  
Sold for $14,400

H. P. Lovecraft. 
The Outsider and Others.  
Sold for $18,000

Napoleon. A Screenplay  
by Stanley Kubrick.  
Sold for $50,400

FINE BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS
CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS

PAST RESULTS INCLUDE:

POTTER & POTTER AUCTIONS, INC.
5001 West Belmont Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641 WWW. POT T ERAUCT ION S . COM

773.472.1442  |  info@potterauctions.com

JK Rowling. Harry Potter  
and the Sorcerer’s Stone.  
Sold for $11,400
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8 From Iron Man’s 
Debut to Electrical 
Experiments
A roundup of rare books, 
fine art, ephemera, and 
more
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Darwin, Charles. On the Origin of Species… London: John Murray, 1859.  
First edition. The William Barton Rogers copy. 

$80,000 - 120,000

FINE PRINTED BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS, 
INCLUDING AMERICANA  
November 5 | Chicago

INQUIRIES
Christopher Brink | 312.334.4217
christopherbrink@freemansauction.com
FREEMANSAUCTION.COM
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Nate Pedersen is a writer in 
Mankato, Minnesota. His most 
recent book is Pseudoscience: 
An Amusing History of Crackpot 
Ideas and Why We Love Them. His 
website is natepedersen.com.

the development of Dar-
win’s ideas and their dis-
semination through print, 
culminating in arguably 
the single most important 
work in the history of sci-
ence, On the Origin of Spe-
cies, alongside his rarest 
title, which announces the 
theory of natural selection,” 
continued Brink.

“On the Tendency of 
Species to form Varieties…,” 
resulted from the joint pre-
sentation of two scien-
tific papers to the Linnean 
Society of London on July 
1, 1858, namely “On the 
Tendency of Varieties to 

his ideas reached the 
world and reshaped mod-
ern thought,” said Christo-
pher Brink, Associate Vice 
President, Head of Sale, 
Senior Specialist, Books & 
Manuscripts.

“The collection traces 

Before On the Origin 
of Species, there 

was “On the Tendency 
of Species to form 
Varieties …,” where Charles 
Darwin first debuted the 
theory of natural selection. 
Darwin’s landmark scien-
tific article was published 
in 1858 in the Journal of 
the Proceedings of the 
Linnean Society, Vol. III, No. 
9. Freeman’s will be offer-
ing a copy in original wrap-
pers at its November 5, 
2026, sale in Chicago. The 
pamphlet is expected to 
fetch between $100,000 
and $150,000.

“On the Tendency of 
Species to form Vari-
eties…,” will be offered 
as part of a larger Dar-
win collection at the auc-
tion, which also includes 
a first edition of Darwin’s 
scientific breakthrough, 
On the Origin of Species, 
estimated at $80,000–
$120,000. The copy of 
On the Origin of Species 
was previously owned 
by William Barton Rog-
ers, founder of MIT and 
a prominent American 
geologist who became 
an early and outspoken 
American supporter of 
Darwin’s theory of evolu-
tion by natural selection.

“Darwin changed the 
way we understand life 
and our place in the nat-
ural world, and it was 
through these books that 

Depart Indefinitely from 
the Original Type,” by 
Alfred Russel Wallace and 
“Extract from an unpub-
lished Work on Species” 
from Charles Darwin. The 
article also includes an 

“Abstract of a Letter” from 
Darwin to Asa Gray, and 
an introductory letter by 
Joseph Dalton Hooker 
and Charles Lyell.  

The entire theory of 
evolution through nat-
ural selection was first 
presented in the article, 
when it first appeared 
in print on August 20, 
1858. The presentation of 
the papers, and subse-
quent publication of “On 
the Tendency of Spe-
cies to form Varieties…” 
spurred Darwin to write 
a condensed “abstract” 
of the major volume he 
was working on, Natural 
Selection. That so-called 

“abstract” became the 
world classic On the Ori-
gin of Species.

With both “On the Ten-
dency of Species to form 
Varieties,” and On the Ori-
gin of Species on offer 
at the same auction, his-
tory of science collec-
tors have a rare opportu-
nity to capture the heady, 
history-altering moment 
in the middle nineteenth 
century when the theory 
of evolution debuted.

The November 5 sale 
“Fine Printed Books & 
Manuscripts, Including 
Americana” will be held 
at Freeman’s in Chicago, 
with bids accepted online, 
in-person, and over the 
phone. l

Darwin Rarities Head 
to Auction at Freeman’s

First appearance in print of natural selection 
theory offered at November auction



Darwin, Charles. On the Origin of Species… London: John Murray, 1859.  
First edition. The William Barton Rogers copy. 

$80,000 - 120,000

FINE PRINTED BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS, 
INCLUDING AMERICANA  
November 5 | Chicago

INQUIRIES
Christopher Brink | 312.334.4217
christopherbrink@freemansauction.com
FREEMANSAUCTION.COM
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H orror, mystery, and 
science fiction high 

spots lead the way at the 
November 2026 Potter & 
Potter sale Autumn Chills: 
Fine Horror and Mystery 
Literature. Auction high-
lights include a first edi-

tion, first printing of Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula, a first 
edition of H. G. Wells’ The 
War of the Worlds, and the 
first appearance of Edgar 
Allan Poe’s short story 
“The Murders in the Rue 
Morgue.”

“Arguably one of 
the most famous nov-
els in the English lan-
guage, Dracula has had 
far-reaching influence 
on world culture which 
is felt even today, over a 
century after its publi-

cation,” said Chad Rein-
gold, Director of the Rare 
Books Department at Pot-
ter & Potter Auctions. The 
copy on offer is a first edi-
tion, first printing of the 
horror classic, printed in 
Westminster by Archibald 

Constable and Company 
in 1897. Presented in the 
publisher’s full canary yel-
low cloth, with boards and 
spine ruled and lettered 
in red, this copy of Drac-
ula is one of an approxi-
mate 3,000 copies of the 
first printing. The book is 
estimated at $30,000-
$50,000.

The first edition of H. G. 
Wells’ science fiction sta-
ple, The War of the Worlds, 
was printed in London by 
William Heinemann in 1898. 

The copy on offer at Pot-
ter & Potter is presented 
in the publisher’s full gray 
cloth, with boards and 
spine tamped in black, and 
contains the first issue of 
advertisements, sixteen 
pages, dated to 1897.

“This science fiction 
classic is one of the ear-
liest novels to deal with 
conflict between the 
human race and extrater-
restrials and is the basis 
of numerous film and tele-
vision adaptations,” said 
Reingold about the linger-
ing cultural influence of 
the story detailing a hos-
tile alien invasion of Earth. 
Potter & Potter’s copy of 
The War of the Worlds 

is expected to go for 
$2,000-$4,000.

An annual volume of 
Graham’s Lady’s and Gen-
tleman’s Magazine con-
taining the first appear-
ance of Edgar Allan Poe’s 
classic “The Murders in 
the Rue Morgue” is also 
on offer at the November 
sale. In 1841, the editor of 
the magazine was none 
other than Poe himself, 
who, accordingly, pub-
lished several of his own 
pieces within its pages. 

All twelve issues from 
January to December 
1841 are included in the 
annual volume, with the 
first appearance of sev-
eral of Poe’s stories, such 
as “The Island of the Fay,” 

“A Descent Into the Mael-
strom,” and, crucially for 
the development of detec-
tive fiction, “The Murders 
in the Rue Morgue.”

Reingold said the story 
“introduced the proto-
typical literary detective, 
C. Auguste Dupin, and 
changed the course of 
world literature.”  Reingold 
added that the story is 

“widely credited as invent-
ing the modern mystery/
detective genre. At the 

time of its writing, 
the word detective 
did not even exist.”

The 1841 annual 
volume of Gra-
ham’s Magazine is 
expected to fetch 
$2,000-$4,000. 

Potter & Pot-
ter’s specialized 
November auction 
is its first ever ded-
icated Horror and 
Mystery sale. Other 
highlights include 
other rare titles by 
Bram Stoker, Frank 
Belknap Long, Lord 
Dunsany, David 

Gemmell, W. W. Jacobs, 
Sheridan Le Fanu, August 
Derleth, Arthur Machen, 
Karl Edward Wagner, and 
H. P. Lovecraft. The mys-
tery titles include rari-
ties and unusual items by 
Arthur Conan Doyle, Edgar 
Allan Poe, and Raymond 
Chandler. l
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Stoker, Wells, and 
Poe Feature at 

Potter & Potter Auctions
Horror, mystery, and science fiction high 

spots on offer at November sale

Nate Pedersen is a writer in 
Mankato, Minnesota. His most 
recent book is Pseudoscience: 
An Amusing History of Crackpot 
Ideas and Why We Love Them. His 
website is natepedersen.com.



CHAD REINGOLD
773.472.1442
chad@potterauctions.com

INQUIRIES:

WWW. POT T ERAUCT ION S . COM

NOVEMBER 12, 2026 • 10am CST

Bram Stoker.  
Dracula. 
First edition. One of an 
estimated 3,000 copies 
of the fi rst printing.
Est. $30,000/50,000

AUTUMN CHILLS
FINE HORROR & MYSTERY LITERATURE

mailto:chad@potterauctions.com
https://www.potterauctions.com
https://www.potterauctions.com
https://www.potterauctions.com


left: George R. R. Martin, Fevre Dream, revised typescript, advance proof copy, inscribed 
first edition. Estimate $800-1,200. right: Stephen King books in the sale, including Pet 
Sematary, Firestarter, Cujo, Christine, and IT: 25th Anniversary signed limited edition.
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Swann Galleries@Auction 

Nate Pedersen is a writer in 
Mankato, Minnesota. His most 
recent book is Pseudoscience: 
An Amusing History of Crackpot 
Ideas and Why We Love Them. His 
website is natepedersen.com.

George R. R. Martin 
Typescript Up for Auction 

at Swann Galleries
Stephen King rarities and inscribed Orson Scott 

Card round out October auction

F antasy, horror, and sci-
ence fiction will take 

center stage at Swann 
Galleries’ October 22 sale. 
The typescript of an early 
George R. R. Martin novel, 
Stephen King highlights, 
and an inscribed Orson 
Scott Card novel will all be 
on offer.

Long before A Game of 
Thrones took the world by 
storm, George R. R. Mar-
tin wrote a “vampires on 
a steamboat” novel set in 
the antebellum South enti-
tled Fevre Dream. Mar-
tin’s revised typescript of 
Fevre Dream, along with 
an uncorrected proof, 
and an inscribed first edi-
tion of the 1982 novel, will 
all be offered as one lot 
expected to fetch between 
$800 and $1,200.

“Compared with A 
Song of Ice and Fire, Fevre 
Dream feels like holding a 
fledgling bird,” said Grace 
Meschery-McCormack, 
Cataloguer, Fine Books at 
Swan Galleries. “You get 
to witness this sort of early 
form of Martin and the evo-
lution of his literary style 
when stacked up against 
his later and most suc-
cessful works.”

Stephen King collectors 
take note: a selection of 
signed, limited editions of 
the undisputed master of 
horror will also be on offer 

at the auction. A 25th anni-
versary edition of King’s 
magnum opus IT will be up 
for bids, along with special 

first editions of Christine, 
Firestarter, and Cujo.

“The first editions of his 
books are relatively com-
mon on the market but 
signed firsts and signed 
limited editions are really 
what collectors are after,” 
said Meschery-McCor-
mack. “Not only are they 
scarcer, but the limited edi-
tions also feature different 
dust jacket art and illustra-
tions from the regular edi-
tions.” 

Orson Scott Card’s clas-
sic science-fiction novel 
Ender’s Game spawned 
an entire series. Swann 
is also offering at auction 
an inscribed copy of the 
highly-regarded second 
book in the saga, Speaker 
for the Dead from 1986. 
The copy bears a meaning-
ful inscription from Card, “I 
hope you find the trees in 
this forest!”

“We are excited to offer 
this copy of the second 
book in Card’s Ender Saga 
because it bears a great 
inscription and because 

I think it is a good litmus 
for sci-fi collecting. It … has 
exponentially increased in 
value on the auction mar-
ket in the last decade.”

Speaker for the Dead 
is not appreciating alone. 
Highpoints from fantasy, 
horror, and science fiction 
continue to outperform 
their estimates at auc-
tion. Swann has noticed a 
major surge in interest for 
Stephen King in particular, 
with an uptick in hammer 

prices and consignment 
inquiries in recent years, 
especially for copies kept 
in excellent condition.

For her part, Mesch-
ery-McCormack par-
ticularly enjoys catalog-
ing genre books and has 
enjoyed watching the 
market respond to them. 

“It’s all the more reward-
ing for me because I love 
these genres, and when 
I catalogue books of this 
kind, then watch them be 
extremely successful on 
the market, my heart fills 
with pride at being able to 

enhance the bibliographi-
cal value of these works.”

The above lots, and 
many more, will be on 
offer at Swann’s October 
22 Fine Books sale at their 
New York City location.  
Bids are accepted in-per-
son, online, and over the 
phone. l



104 East 25th Street NYC   •   212 254 4710   •   swanngalleries.com

Michael (Corinne) West, From the Edge of Nothing Matter Weeps, oil on canvas. Estimate $30,000 to $50,000. 
At auction November 10.

104 East 25th Street NYC   •   212 254 4710   •   swanngalleries.com

OCT 22 DEC 3

NOV 5 DEC 15

Upcoming Auctions
OCT 1 NOV 10

OCT 8 NOV 12

OCT 15 NOV 19

OCT 29 DEC 10

African American Art 

Autographs 

Fine Photographs 

Fine Books 

Old Master Through 
Modern Prints

Rare & Important 
Travel Posters

Illustration Art

Modern & Post-War Art

The Science Sale

Printed & Manuscript Americana

Contemporary Art

Maps & Atlases, Natural History
& Color Plate Books

Michael (Corinne) West, From the Edge of Nothing Matter Weeps, oil on canvas. Estimate $30,000 to $50,000. 

Fine-Books-&Collections.indd   1Fine-Books-&Collections.indd   1 8/31/26   5:04 PM8/31/26   5:04 PM

https://swanngalleries.com
https://swanngalleries.com
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BY JEREMY DIBBELL  //  A WIDE WORLD OF BOOKS, MANUSCRIPTS, EPHEMERA, AND FINE ART RECENTLY SOLD AT AUCTION

Iron Man Is Born
A new record for original comic art was set with this 1963 introduction of 
Tony Stark’s superhero alter ego.

At Heritage Auctions in Dallas on July 12 in a sale of comic art, Don Heck’s 
original ink-over-graphite splash page artwork introducing Iron Man, 
which appeared in Tales of Suspense #39 (March 1963), set a new auction 
record for original comic art, selling for $3,875,000. The piece also includes 
a credit box signed by Stan Lee. 

Heritage’s comics and comic art director Joe Mannarino noted: “Very 
few of the early Marvel splash pages are known to exist. When one shows 
up, the market is ready to react.” He reported after the sale that six bidders 
remained in contention for the lot even after bidding surpassed $3 million.

Hollywood
Icon
Diane Keaton’s estate auction 
exceeded expectations, with 
the star item being the original 
script for the movie that won 
her an Oscar.

The white gloves came off at 
Bonhams on June 8 in New York, 
part of its series of four sales of 
art, fashion, and artifacts from 
the collection of the late actress 
Diane Keaton. These realized in 
total some $4.2 million. 

A mimeographed copy of 
the original script for Annie Hall 
(1977)—this version still untitled 
and dated April 15, 1976, with two 
loose pages titled “New Ending” 
inserted—sold for $394,200 after 
a bidding war lasting twenty-two 
minutes. Anna Hicks of Bonhams 
commented after the sale: “We 
are absolutely thrilled with the 
results and the response to 
Diane Keaton’s collection. This 
series offered a rare glimpse 
into a life shaped by film, design, 
and fashion, and the perfect sell-
through across all four sales 
speaks to the impact of Diane’s 
unmistakable eye.”
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The Freeman’s sale in 
Chicago of Stephen J. 
Farber’s library on May 
14 made just over $1 mil-
lion, with all 274 lots sell-
ing. Christopher Brink, 
Freeman’s senior special-
ist for books and manu-
scripts, reported after the 
sale that “[c]ollectors com-
peted aggressively for 
material distinguished by 
rarity, provenance, con-
dition, and importance, 
reaffirming the demand 
for exceptional literary 
works.” A first edition of 
George Orwell’s Nineteen 
Eighty-Four (1949) sold for 
$48,000; this copy has the 
red issue of the dust jacket, 
as well as the very scarce 
publisher’s wrap-around 
band announcing the book 
as the Evening Standard’s 

“Book of the Month.”

Sotheby’s New York sold Jay T. Snider’s noteworthy collection of Benjamin 
Franklin material on June 24, with the sale totaling some $3.8 million. The top 
lot was a set of Franklin’s reports of his experiments in electricity (published in 
three parts between 1751 and 1754), which made $460,800. 

Written as a series of letters to the London botanist Peter Collinson, Frank-
lin’s electrical reports were described in Printing and the Mind of Man as “the 
most important scientific book of eighteenth-century America.” At the same sale, 
a chatty Franklin letter to his friend the Abbé Morellet dated April 22, 1787, sold 
for $166,400, and a March 22, 1762, letter from Franklin to Mary (Polly) Steven-
son about his electrical work realized $153,600.

Sparks Fly
This scientific treatise by Benjamin Franklin was one of the many items related to 
the Founding Father assembled by Americana collector Jay T. Snider.
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In a PBA Galleries sale in 
Berkeley, California, on May 14 
featuring Americana, moun-
taineering, and various maps 
and views, an 1873 chromo-
lithographic print of Yosemite 
Valley sold for $8,750, over 
estimates of $300–500. The 
image, credited to an artist 
known as C. Clarke, shows 
the El Capitan rock forma-
tion on the left, with Cathedral 
Rocks and Bridalveil Fall in the 
right foreground. Produced in 
Boston by Charles H. Crosby 
& Co., this particular print is 
what is known as an oleo-
graph, in which a stamp is 
used to imitate the texture of 
an oil painting.

Sublime Nature
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BIG 
BROTHER’S 
DEBUT
Alongside a medical 
career, Stephen J. Farber 
spent almost seven 
decades collecting major 
works of literature, with 
this George Orwell first 
edition being a highlight. 

This landscape print captures the grandeur of 
California’s Yosemite Valley before it became a 
national park. 
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A new Emily Brontë auction record 
was set at Christie’s London on June 
30, where a copy of Wuthering Heights 
(1847) in the original publisher’s cloth 
binding sold for £1,206,500 ($1,626,664). 
The two volumes of Wuthering Heights 
were published together with Anne 
Brontë’s Agnes Grey. 

The sale was the first time a complete 
copy of the work in the original binding 
has appeared at auction since 1908, and 
only five other surviving examples are 
known. This copy is from the library of 
Belmont House in Kent, England, where 
it had been kept since just after publica-
tion. Along with the Brontë record, the 
sale is also the new highest auction price 
for nineteenth-century literature and for 
any printed book by a woman.

At Freeman’s in Chicago on 
July 17, a mammoth albumen 
print photograph of Thomas 
Hill’s 1881 painting “The Last 
Spike” made $17,920 over 
expectations of $300–500. 
The artwork depicts the com-
pletion of the Transcontinental 
Railroad in 1869; the original is 
in the California State Railroad 
Museum in Sacramento. 

The photographic print, 
one of three known copies, is 
believed to have been used by 
Hill to establish copyright of the 
image. Hill had planned to sell 
copies of the photograph, but 
wrote later that he dropped the 
plan at the request of Central 
Pacific Railroad founder Leland 
Stanford, “robbing myself all 
these years of what would 
have given me quite a revenue.”

Masterpiece of 
the Moors
A first edition of Wuthering Heights, 
published under Emily Brontë’s pen name 
Ellis Bell, set multiple auction records.
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WHEN EAST MET WEST
The May 10, 1869, completion of the first transcontinental railroad in the US is 
commemorated in this impressive artwork. 
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From a Missionary Press
This exceptionally rare hymnbook recalls the role played by 
printing presses in eighteenth-century missionary work in 
India.

At Forum Auctions in London on May 28, a 1723 Lutheran 
hymnal published in the Danish outpost of Tranquebar on 
the southeast coast of India (now Tharangambadi) realized 
£26,480 ($35,702), over estimates of just £600–800. It has title 
pages in Latin and Tamil and an index in German; it gives the 
text in Tamil with German headings. 

It was printed at the first Protestant mission in India, estab-
lished in 1706 by German and Danish missionaries. The mis-
sion’s leader, Bartholomäus Ziegenbalg, requested a printing 
press from the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
and printing at Tranquebar began in the fall of 1712. A Tamil 
translation of the New Testament was printed in 1715, the first 
in any Indian language. A type foundry and paper mill were 
also set up to support the press, which published more than 
330 titles in the eighteenth century. Only one other copy of 
this hymnal has appeared at auction, in 1984.

Three letters from 
D. H. Lawrence to 
publisher Frederic 
Moulder of Librairie 
Galignani, an English-
language bookstore 
in Paris, were sold at 
Hansons in Lichfield, 
Staffordshire, England, 
on May 20; the two 
lots together made 
£9,875 ($13,065). 

In the first letter, 
of February 27, 1929, 
Lawrence writes that he would like to publish 
an edition of Lady Chatterley’s Lover in Paris “as 
soon as possible—and fairly cheap—to sell to the 
trade at about a hundred francs: —as I should 
be very glad to stop the American pirated edi-
tions.” The two following letters of March 4 and 
8 continue the correspondence, with Lawrence 
acknowledging Moulder’s advice to contact 
other publishers and suggesting he might visit 
Moulder at Galignani in the coming weeks to ask 
his advice. These letters document an important 
moment in the fascinating and complicated publi-
cation history of Lawrence’s novel.
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Lady Chatterley’s 
Publisher
Correspondence reveals how the same year his 
last novel was banned for obscenity in the US, 
English author D. H. Lawrence was pursuing a 
Parisian trade version. 

Jeremy Dibbell is a special collections librarian at Binghamton University.

On May 7 at Swann Auction Galleries in New York, a carte-de-visite (CdV) pho-
tograph of John Wilkes Booth by Case & Getchell of Boston (taken in 1862) 
realized $107,950. Inscribed by the sitter “Yours Truly / J. Wilkes Booth,” it had 
been estimated at $7,000–10,000. In his study of Booth photographs, John Wil-
kes Booth Himself, Richard Gutman writes that the portraits Booth had taken in 
Boston “were certainly some of [his] favorites” and that he “gave these pictures 
away to his admirers for several years.” It was included among 126 lots of other 
signed photographs from a California family’s collection; on sale day, it was only 
surpassed by a CdV signed by Abraham Lincoln, which made $139,200. F

Assassin’s Card
A signed photograph of John Wilkes Booth, promoting himself as a stage actor, 
achieved unexpected attention at auction. 
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The Pennsylvania Journal, a nearly complete run of 80 issues of a patriot 
weekly, bound with a broadside response by Congress to the king’s
“Proclamation for Suppressing Rebellion and Sedition,” printed by John 
Dunlap, Philadelphia: William and Thomas Bradford, 18 May 1774 to 27 
December 1775. Estimate $50,000 to $75,000.
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