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Works from an English assay office’s impressive
library make this March sale special.

A Kelmscott Press edition of Chaucer’s work (1896).

O

n March 26 at 10:30 a.m.
GMT, London-based
Forum Auctions will host
a sale to distribute the fine
books, manuscripts, and
works on paper from the
library of the Birmingham
Assay Office. Rupert Powell,
deputy chairman and international head of books at
Forum Auctions, said the
Birmingham Assay Office—
one of four government
offices in England dedicated to authenticating precious metals—has built up an
extensive collection of written works from the sixteenth
through nineteenth century on a variety of subjects,
including but not limited to
metallurgy, mining, chemistry,
alchemy, and topography.
One of the most notable items at the auction is
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a first edition account by
John Harrison, written in
1763, regarding the success
of his newly invented chronometer—a clock that could,
for the first time, accurately
measure longitude at sea—
which helped bring maritime navigation into a new
era. Harrison’s writing is an
appeal to a member of British
Parliament, as he believed
the contraption was eligible
for a full £20,000 reward (estimated at about £3.17 million
in today’s money) the British
government had offered to
any inventor that developed
technology to establish a
safer way for ships to navigate.
“This is a very rare and
desirable pamphlet that represents an important part of
scientific maritime history,”
Powell said. “It tells the inter-

sponsored section
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lect Bibles, or because you
collect books in general—
this is a superbly-bound copy
of Baskerville’s great folio
Bible, with a very attractive
red morocco binding.”
A third item of note
is a late ninetee9th-century Kelmscott Press edition of the works of Geoffrey
Chaucer, of which just 425
copies were printed. The
book was collaboratively
produced in 1896 by William
Morris and Edward BurneJones and is considered a
magnum opus of the English
private press, Powell said. The
book carries an estimated
value of £20,000-30,000
($26,000-39,000).

Harrison, John
A Narrative of the Proceedings relative to the
Discovery of the Longitude at Sea,
first edition, printed for the Author, 1765.
Harrison’s claim for the £20,000 ‘Longitude Prize’.
Est. £20,000-30,000

Stroganov & Solntsev
Drevnosti Rossiskago Gosudarstva [The
Antiquities of the Russian Empire],
6 vol. in 5, 1892 edition. With 508 magnificent
chromolithograph plates.
Est. £20,000-30,000

Biringuccio (Vannoccio)
De la pirotechnia. Libri X,
first edition, [Venice], 1540. A complete copy of the
earliest book on metallurgy.
Est. £10,000-15,000

Boyle, Robert
The Sceptical Chymist,
Oxford, 1680.
Second edition of what has been called ‘the
most famous book in the history of chemistry’.
Est. £2,000-3,000

Agricola, Georgius
De re metallica libri xii,
Basel, 1561.
The second Latin edition of ‘the first
systematic treatise on mining and
metallurgy’.
Est. £3,000-4,000

Fachs, Modestinus
Probier Büchlein,
[Leipzig], 1595.
Rare first edition by the master of
the mint of the Prince of Anhalt.
Est. £10,000-15,000

Matthew Boulton’s Holy Bible,
printed by John Baskerville
(1763).

A pamphlet written by John
Harrison appealing to British
Parliament (1763).

and has an estimated value of
£4,000-£6,000 ($5,200-7,800).
“This item in particular will appeal to all kinds of
buyers,” Powell said. “You
might be attracted to the
Bible because it belonged to
Boulton, or because you col-

“This is a highly sought
after piece, complete with
wood-engraved illustrations,”
Powell said. “Collectors are
attracted to all works from
Kelmscott Press, but this is
most desirable of all.”
The auction will take
place at the Westbury Hotel
in Mayfair, where Forum
Auctions holds all of its Fine
Books sales. l
Charlie Pogacar is the custom content
associate editor at Journalistic, Inc. He
lives in North Carolina.

Pouget, fils
Traité des Pierres Précieuses et de la Manière de
les employer en Parure,
first edition, Paris, 1762.
Superb copy of one of the most important 18th
century works on precious stones.
Est. £1,500-2,000

Gedde, Walter
A Booke of Sundry Draughtes,
first edition, 1615-16.
Extremely rare original edition of this woodcutillustrated work – the last copy to appear at auction
was in 1934.
Est. £2,000-3,000

Scaruffi, Gasparo
L’Altinonfo,
Reggio, 1582.
First and only edition of this
landmark treatise on money,
coinage and currency exchange.
Est. £4,000-6,000

The Birmingham Assay Office Library
Courtesy of Forum Auctions.

Metal Works

esting story of Mr. Harrison’s
quest to obtain prize money
from Parliament when they
initially only wanted to pay a
fraction.”
The pamphlet carries an
estimated value of £30,00040,000 ($39,000-52,000), and
is one of three original items
written by Harrison at the
auction.
Another eye-catching
item up for auction is a Bible
that belonged to Matthew
Boulton, a renowned silversmith best known for
his credited role in helping
invent the Boulton & Watt
steam engine. Boulton was
also a key member of the
Lunar Society, a group of
Birmingham men that played
an active role in the arts, sciences, and theological movements of the time period.
The Bible was printed by
Birmingham’s John Baskerville,
the namesake who inspired
the modern Baskerville font,

AUCTION

Founded in 1773, the Birmingham (UK) Assay Office is responsible for assaying (testing) and the
hallmarking of precious metals, as required by the Hallmarking Act. The Library is rich in books from the
16th to 19th century on metallurgy, mining, design and ornament, but also covers chemistry, alchemy,
numismatics, jewellery, horology and British topography.

Full auction catalogue and further details available at forumauctions.co.uk
Contact: Rupert Powell | r.powell@forumauctions.co.uk |+44 (0) 20 7871 2640
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Madison’s Gift
Near-Presentation Copy
of The Federalist
Heads for Auction

Jefferson, also named James
Maury. Close to several of
the Founding Fathers, the
younger James Maury served
as one of the United States’
first overseas consuls.
While the two volumes
are not inscribed by Madison,
Maury included a note on the
front flyleaf of each volume
telling how he came to pos-

T

oday, it’s easy to take
for granted the importance of the Constitution
of the United States, but
in 1787, its fate was uncertain. Though its contents
had been agreed upon by
the Federal Convention, the
Constitution still had to be
ratified by state electorates,
which still needed convincing. As a result, the collection of essays we know today
as The Federalist was written
and published in newspapers
under the pen name “Publius”
in order to sway the public in
favor of the Constitution so
state legislators would vote to
ratify the document.
Though it is now commonly known that these
essays were written by
Founding Fathers Alexander
Hamilton, James Madison,
and John Jay, it wasn’t until
1818 that the essays were
attributed to their authors in
published form, so early editions of The Federalist in book
form still used the pen name.
Yet some select individuals were let in on the secret
before 1818, as evidenced by
a two-volume, scarce “thick
paper” first edition of The
Federalist that will be offered
in Heritage Auctions’ March
4 sale. While the essays in this
printing were still attributed
to “Publius,” this copy was
4 | F ine B ooks & C ollections
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This extremely rare near-presentation copy of The Federalist
(1788) was gifted to James Maury by James Madison. The auction
estimate is $250,000+.

gifted by Madison to James
Maury, the son of a Virginian
educator and Anglican reverend who taught Thomas

sponsored section

sess his copy of The Federalist.
“This copy of The Federalist
is so important because it
identifies by name one of the

RARE BOOKS AUCTION
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authors of this anonymous
publication, so it is significant
that Madison would identify
himself to James Maury,” said
James Gannon, Rare Books
director at Heritage Auctions.
“It suggests Maury’s own
importance to the Founding
Fathers and indicates how
vital Maury was in representing the young nation and its
political values overseas.”
Because of the authors’
anonymity, there are no true
presentation copies of the
first edition of The Federalist.
But, as one of only two copies known to have ever been
personally gifted by one of
the authors, this is the closest one can come to such a
treasure, as the other copy,
gifted by Hamilton, is owned
by the Pennsylvania Historical
Society and is housed at
the Library Company of
Philadelphia. Maury’s copy,
estimated at more than
$250,000, is the only near-presentation copy ever to be
offered at auction.
“This is the most important
copy to come on the market,
second only to the George
Washington copy sold as part
of the H. Bradley Martin sale in
1990 for $1,430,000,” Gannon
said. “Only about 500 copies [of the first edition of The
Federalist] are believed to have
been printed, and the fact
that this one was presented
by one of the authors as a
gift makes the demand for it
far greater. Because the only
other known copy is housed
in an institution, this is the
only copy like it that ever has—
and likely ever will—be made
available to the public.” l
Peggy Carouthers lives in California
and is the custom content manager at
Journalistic Inc.

Bid on an Important Piece of American History

“From Mr. Madison, One of the Supposed Authors”

[Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay].
The Federalist: A Collection of Essays, Written in Favour
of the New Constitution, as Agreed Upon by the Federal
Convention, September 17, 1787. New York: Printed and
Sold by J. and A. M’Lean, 1788. First edition in book form of
the collected essays, one of the scarce “thick paper” copies.
This copy personally gifted by James Madison to early
United States diplomat and overseas consul James Maury.
Both volumes with holograph note in Maury’s hand at recto
of front flyleaf, “James Maury / From Mr Madison / one of the
supposed / authors.”

View all lots and bid at HA.com/6222
INQUIRIES: 877-HERITAGE (437-4824)
James Gannon | Director, Rare Books | Ext. 1609 | JamesG@HA.com

Courtesy of Heritage Auctions.
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An Exceptional
Year
Hindman Auctions’ sales
shatter record prices.

L

ast year was a record-setting year for Hindman
Auctions. Not only did
sales for the Books and
Manuscripts department total
more than $5.5 million, but
three items sold for world
record auction prices.
The first was a very fine
copy of the first edition of
Charles Darwin’s On the Origin
of Species, sold in Hindman’s
“Library of a Midwestern
Collector’’ sale on November
5, 2019. Though a copy of such
an important work in such
fine condition is an exciting find for collectors, this
copy, the Mellon-Garden
copy, also had distinguished
provenance. It was estimated at $120,000–180,000,
but the price realized was a
whopping $564,500, beating
the previous world auction
record of $500,075 achieved
in June 2019.
“The 1989 auction of the
Garden Collection is one
of those landmark sales in
the history of auctions that
people still talk about,” said
Gretchen Hause, director and
senior specialist of Books
and Manuscripts at Hindman
Auctions. “For this copy of
Darwin’s Origin, the condition certainly contributed to
the extraordinary price that
we saw, but I also think the
6 | F ine B ooks & C ollections
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mythology of the Garden
sale and the fine provenance
helped drive the price to the
level we achieved.”
The second recordsetting item
was a copy of
Some German
Woodcuts of
the Fifteenth Century,
printed by the Kelmscott

the first and only copy of this
work printed on vellum to
appear on the market at auction, setting a new world
record.
It sold in the Fine Books
and Manuscripts sale on
November 6, 2019. This
copy was one of only eight
printed on vellum. It also
contained the signatures
of William Morris, founder
of the Kelmscott Press, and
his private secretary, English

Some German Woodcuts of the
Fifteenth Century (1897), one of
eight copies printed on vellum
by the Kelmscott Press, was
estimated at $20,000–30,000,
but sold for $55,000 due to its
rarity and provenance.

The very fine Mellon-Garden
copy of Charles Darwin’s On
The Origin of Species (1859)
was estimated at $120,000–
180,000, but sold for $564,500.

Press in 1897 and issued in
1898. Though copies of this
work printed on paper regularly sell for prices between
$1,500 and $3,500, this was

sponsored section

Museum curator Sydney C.
Cockerell, and was previously
owned by socialite Edith
Rockefeller McCormick.
“No copies of this work on
vellum have ever appeared
on the market at auction,”
Hause said. “The copy we
offered was in a rare variant binding of green vellum. In addition to the rarity
of the copy, the fine provenance, bearing the signatures
of both Morris and Cockerell,
and also coming from the collection of Edith Rockefeller
McCormick, helped the book
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sell for $55,000 against an
estimate of $20,000–30,000.”
Finally, a copy of Bernard
Ratzer’s “Plan of the City of
New York in America,” surveyed in the years 1766
and 1767, far exceeded estimates. This second-issue
of Ratzer’s map featured an
engraved panoramic view of
New York at the time of the
Revolutionary War.
“The Ratzer map is a cartographic masterpiece, the finest map of any American city
produced in the eighteenth
century and is one of the
most important iconographic
symbols of the city of New
York,” Hause said.
The map
was estimated
at $80,000–
120,000 but realized $162,500, surpassing the previous world
auction record of $150,000,
set in April 2018.
“We were incredibly lucky
to have the opportunity to
offer some truly extraordinary books, manuscripts,
and maps in 2019, including many great rarities at
auction,” Hause said. “Many
of these were in incredibly
fine condition with notable provenance and were
objects rarely seen at auction, and the Darwin was
a tremendous copy. We’re
anticipating another busy
sale season this year, with an
expanded schedule for buyers, and we’re thrilled to have
the chance to bring more
extraordinary objects to
market this year in both our
Chicago and Cincinnati sale
rooms.” l
Peggy Carouthers lives in California
and is the custom content manager at
Journalistic Inc.

FINE PRINTED
BOOKS AND
MANUSCRIPTS
INCLUDING
AMERICANA
MAY 5, 2020

Seeking
Consignments
for Upcoming
Auctions
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RATZER, Bernard (fl. 17561777). Plan of the City of
New York in North America,
surveyed in the years 1766 &
1767. London: Jefferys and
Faden, “Jan.y” 12, 1776.
Sold for $162,500,
a WORLD AUCTION RECORD.

Courtesy of HIndman Auctions.

Hindman Auctions@Auction
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Gretchen Hause, Director & Senior Specialist
312.334.4229
gretchenhause@hindmanauctions.com
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For the Love of
Early Books
Swann’s new specialist uses passion
to drive new collecting trends.

T

his year, Devon Eastland
joins the Swann Auction
Galleries team as a senior specialist in Early Printed Books,
bringing decades of experience in historical books, and
more recent credentials as an
auctioneer. In this role, she
will be responsible for English
and Continental books ranging from medieval times
through 1801, as well as travel,
medicine, and science books
of any origin.
Eastland is replacing
Tobias Abeloff, who retired
after thirty-eight years at
Swann. Her career in auctions began at Skinner, where
she worked as director of the
book department from 2012
until transitioning to Swann
in January.
“It’s been a very good transition, and it’s wonderful to
be here at Swann among
other book-minded people,” Eastland said. “We can
bounce ideas off each other
in order to value or research
items.”
One collaboration she is
particularly excited about is
Swann’s second Pride sale,
scheduled for June. “Swann’s
ability to adapt to new trends
and see where collecting is
going is incredibly exciting,
and I’m happy to contribute
one item to the upcoming

Eastland said she hasn’t been
able to get women’s work off
her mind.
“The great thing about
being here is that you never
know what someone will
bring in, but I’m hoping to
see items that will allow me
to put together a section
related to women.”
Eastland will also be contributing to Swann’s June 18
Fine Books & Manuscripts
sale. One find is a first edition of Adam Smith’s Wealth
of Nations from 1776, with a
contemporary note in the

Devon Eastland

Pride sale so far,” Eastland said.
That item is a directory of
Parisian sex workers from 1883,
called Pretty Women of Paris
(estimated at $1,000-2,000).
Written in English, the guide
includes listings of each of
the women.
“There are many women
described in the guide who
were not straight, and it tells
their stories, such as where
they were from or how many
children they had,” Eastland
said. “The descriptions are
fairly offensive, and while
most won’t want to linger on
that, it’s an interesting way
of understanding important
concepts from the period.”
Eastland hopes to help
Swann continue pushing collecting in new directions.
After seeing the Lisa Unger
Baskin Collection exhibit
at the Grolier Club recently,

Adam Smith, An Inquiry
into the Nature and Causes
of the Wealth of Nations,
first edition, London, 1776.
Estimate $70,000 to $90,000.
At auction June 18.

hand of William Alexander
(Scotsman, associate of
Benjamin Franklin, and later
immigrant to Virginia), viz.,
“These two volumes were
gifted to W:A: by the author,
before publication with a
handsome compliment in Mr.
Smith’s writing which was cut
out by a stupid French bookbinder & could not be found,
he having destroyed it as sullied paper & substituted this
clean leaf in place of it.”
Prior to her work in auctions, Eastland attended
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Harvard and said her passion
for early books began while
there, when she happened
upon a bookstore selling
seventeenth-century books.
“I don’t think I’d ever seen
anything from the seventeenth century that a person
could buy, and I was blown
away,” she said.
This inspired her to take a
course in early books taught
by Rodney Dennis, curator
of manuscripts at Harvard’s
Houghton Library, and
Roger Stoddard, former curator of rare books at Harvard
College Library and senior
curator at Houghton Library,
cementing her passion.
After graduating, Eastland
founded a bookselling business, which focused on
books printed before 1700,
and learned to bind, giving
her in-depth knowledge of
how items were constructed.
In addition to working in auctions, Eastland
used her expertise as an
appraiser in the 2019 season of Antiques Roadshow
and as a prop consultant for
historical movies, including
the 1996 adaptation of The
Crucible and Greta Gerwig’s
2019 adaptation of Little
Women. For this film, Gerwig
decided to include footage
of Eastland dressed as a man
in a nineteenth-century outfit binding a book with nineteenth-century tools in the
final cut.
“It was wonderful to contribute something from our
nerdy book world to a movie,”
Eastland said. “I really hope it
helps spread the love for this
field.” l
Peggy Carouthers lives in California
and is the custom content manager at
Journalistic Inc.

Swann Galleries
page 9
Jacob Lawrence, Cutting Logs, #51, gouache, tempera and watercolor, 1942. Estimate $250,000 to $350,000. At auction April 2.

Winter-Spring 2020 Auctions

Courtesy of Swann Galleries.

Swann Galleries@Auction
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MAR 10

Printed & Manuscript Americana

MAR 26

Printed & Manuscript African Americana

APR 2

African-American Fine Art

APR 16

Fine Photographs

APR 30

Old Master Through Modern Prints

MAY 7

Graphic Design

MAY 14

Contemporary Art

MAY 21

Maps & Atlases, Natural History &
Color Plate Books

JUN 2

Illustration Art

JUN 11

American Art

JUN 18

Fine Books & Manuscripts

JUN 25

LGBTQ+ Art, Material Culture & History

Download the App

104 E 25th Street, NYC • 212 254 4710 • SWANNGALLERIES.COM
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